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Probus Clubs in 
Queensland 2025

Probus Club of Taigum

Probus Club of Raceview Probus Club of Arundel

Probus Club of Norman Park
Sponsor PAQ - Formed from and interest meeting 
held on 1st April, 2025 at Fitzgibbon Community 
Centre, 545 Roghan Rd, Fitzgibbon QLD 4018. 

Meetings 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
As with other recent clubs, most promotion was 

done with Facebook Advertising, and 33 people had 
registered their interest in attending. 

42 people attended on the day and of these 15 
people paid and signed up as members, and 

fortunately we were able to form a full Management 
Committee. A number of others attending indicated 
that they would join at the May meeting. President:  

Linda Finnis Secretary: Kristine Curtis

Taigum Probus Club Management Committee.

Sponsor PAQ - Formed 14/02/2025  
President: Jennifer Harding   Secretary:  Rex Carrick

Norman Park Probus Club Management Committee.

Prospective Members at meeting.

PAQ Sponsor. - Formed 03/02/2025  
resident Marilyn Macquire Secretary:  John Gaudry

Participants listening to introductory presentation 
about Probus. 

Raceview Probus Club Management Committee.

Probus President Ron Jones with Rotary Club of 
Parkwood President Ro Linton after the meeting

Foundation Meeting of Arundel Probus Club 

Sponsor PAQ - Arundel Probus Club held their second 
meeting and all went well. Six new members were 

inducted making a total of 45 Foundation members.

NEW
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PAQ Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Probus Associ-

ation of Queensland shall be to 

advance Probus as a vibrant com-

munity organisation for retired and 

semi-retired people by sharing 

ideas and information, coordinating 

multi-club opportunities for friend-

ship, fellowship and social interac-

tion, and assisting PSPL and Rotary 

with the formation of new clubs.

The Probus Association of 
Queensland Inc. (PAQ) is adminis-
tered by a group of volunteer Pro-

bians. PAQ was formed to help, 
advise, assist, co-ordinate and initi-
ate activities between Probians and 
Probus clubs throughout Queens-
land, without in any way infringing 

on their autonomy.  
Probus is an association of retired 

and semi-retired people who join 
together in Clubs, the basic purpose 
of which is to provide regular oppor-
tunities for them to keep their minds 
active, expand their interests, and to 
enjoy the fellowship of new friends. 
The word PROBUS is an amalgam of 

the words “PROfessional” and 
“BUSiness”. All PROBUS clubs are 
sponsored by Rotary clubs but, on 

formation, are autonomous.  
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Well, we are finally able to hold our AGM for 2025, 
and what a great year we have had the privilege of 
being a part of. My thanks firstly must go to all of 
the management committee with whom I have had 
the opportunity to work. Without your wonderful 
assistance and undying support many of the events 
we have held would not have occurred nor been as 
successful as they were.  

As volunteers you give that extra time without hes-
itation and I am truly grateful for having the chance to 
work with each and everyone of you. You certainly 
help make my position as President a lot easier. Many 
of you are RLO’s as well and have done a marvellous 
job within your regions. 

Throughout the year we have opened new clubs 
with PSPL doing all the ground work and driving the 
Facebook advertising, collating the number of atten-
dees, finding venues in the areas where the research 
shows that a new club would be beneficial to the 
seniors of that area. The clubs formed in the past year 
are Teneriffe, Bulimba, Moorooka, Norman Park, 
Logan Village, Gatton, Arundel and Port Douglas.  

My huge thanks go to Merv Richens, Judith Maes-
tracci, Barry Smith and Mark Illingworth for their ded-
ication to seeing these clubs get off the ground.  

It is not always a straight forward motion of getting 
the important positions of the executive filled so that 
the club can be formed, accredited and then incorpo-
rated.  In fact, one could say it was a “little like 
extracting teeth” – but I also appreciate that each 
person at the foundation meetings were hearing 
about Probus for the first time and a little hesitant at 
volunteering for a position. 

However, each of those 8 clubs are now up and run-
ning – some with a reasonable number of new mem-
bers and a few with smaller numbers, but they are all 
operating well and will continue to be supported by 
their RLO and PAQ along with PSPL. 

In relation to the workshops offered to Queensland 
clubs; the attendance has been good and we held 
smaller groups at these events as that is what the 
evaluation sheets told us the clubs would prefer. I 
have to agree that the exchange of information at 
these smaller workshops is much better with no one 
person taking dominance at a group discussion, 
allowing them to be more open. 

Unfortunately, we have had 4 clubs close in the last 
twelve months, and surprisingly they weren’t neces-
sarily small clubs. One club had almost 100 members, 
but they were still unable to get an executive commit-
tee together.  

What I did find interesting was that none of these 4 
clubs have attended workshops in the past 3 years, so 
succession planning was not part of their natural 
agenda within the club. 

I was approached on Wednesday as to when I 
would have the listing of the upcoming 
workshops/seminars for 2025 ready – “Don’t you just 
pick out some dates and bingo the workshops are 
advertised on those days?”  Oh, if only it was that 
easy! There is a lot of logistics that goes into working 
out a timetable for the year; sorting region by region; 
what days members would be available in a week, 

and which weeks of the 
month. I then have to consid-
er when our RLO’s would be 
available to assist, as I can’t 
run these without their assis-
tance. The hardest part after 
sorting all of that out is find-
ing an available venue at a 
reasonable cost on the dates I 
enquire about. This is the final 
step before listing the dates, 
venues, cost, and whether the workshop is face to 
face or a zoom meeting.  

It is always important to remember that any mem-
ber of a Probus club can attend these 
workshops/seminars, and I encourage other club 
members to attend, as it gives them a different 
insight into the aspects of Probus they are unaware 
of. 

The zoom workshops are mainly offered to the 
northern clubs that are difficult to get to within a day. 
However, this does not mean that the zoom workshop 
is exclusively for these clubs – if a club is unable to 
attend a local workshop, then they could join in on 
zoom to get the same information.  

Clubs this year will be sent a timetable with all work-
shops/seminars listed, and the application form will 
be generic and therefore used to attend each and 
every training event. I hope this will simplify matters 
and make it easier for all. 

 If your club has not updated PAQ with the execu-
tive names and contact details, then please do so as 
soon as possible after your AGM. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my now two-year tenure 
in the position of State President and I am constantly 
learning more about Probus as we travel along. I sup-
pose the greatest learning curve has been the instiga-
tion of the new generic constitution for our clubs. It is 
a much clearer constitution and far easier to under-
stand for everyone. Your clubs will have received this 
information about the new constitution and possibly 
be in the process of adopting it and sending paper-
work through to the Office of Fair Trading 

Again, I would like to thank each and everyone of 
you for your support, your trust in us as a committee, 
and your willingness to contact us if you have a ques-
tion/situation that you need clarified. Remember that 
we are NOT THE PROBUS POLICE, but we are here 
to help where we can and if we can’t get the answer 
for you, we will direct you to someone who can help. 

Please remember that we are all volunteers and as 
such you will have noticed that the PAQ phones are 
not “manned” over the weekend. Roughly from 7pm 
Friday until 8am Monday we turn them off, but you 
can always leave a message and we will get back to 
you as soon as is possible for us to do so. 

I thank you all for having given me the opportunity 
to lead the PAQ committee for another year and 
allowing me to gain so much from this position. I wish 
all clubs a prosperous Probus year with lots of fun, fel-
lowship and friendship to look forward to in 2025/26. 

Carwyn Arnold - President 
0477 645 645 

President’s Report - 2024 - 2025



Departure 30 September 2025

NORFOLK ISLAND
SCENIC EXPERIENCE

8 Days / 7 Nights
PRICE FROM: $3998.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Departure 01 October 2025

CANBERRA, SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS
COLOURS OF FLORIADE

5 Days / 4 Nights
PRICE: $2498.00 PP TWIN SHARE

JOIN US ON A TRADE TRAVEL FULLY ESCORTED PUBLIC DEPARTURE.
CONTACT OUR FRIENDLY FRANCHISEES FOR ALL ENQUIRIES AND A DETAILED ITINERARY.

GREATER BRISBANE, GOLD COAST AND NORTHERN RIVERS NSW:
GREG HOPPER: greg@tradetravel.com 0427 788 024 or 07 55 027 970
ANDREW FYFE: andrew@tradetravel.com 0438 643 508

ALL OTHER AREAS:
bookings@tradetravel.com FREE CALL 1800 034 439

Gold Probus Partner

Escorted Tours 

Unforgettable Journeys Await

Departure 10 September 2025

CUNNAMULLA
INDULGENCE IN THE OUTBACK

5 Days / 4 Nights
PRICE: $1998.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Departure 12 Oct & 09 Nov 2025

KING & FLINDERS ISLANDS
ISLAND HISTORY, INDUSTRIES & RUGGED BEAUTY

8 Days / 7 Nights
PRICE: $6198.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Departure 06 March 2026

MURRAY PRINCESS OUTBACK HERITAGE
CRUISE & KANGAROO ISLAND EXPLORER

8 Days / 7 Nights
PRICE: $4998.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Departure 23 October 2025

FLINDERS, ARKAROOLA
& BAROSSA VALLEY

10 Days / 9 Nights
PRICE: $5398.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Departure 19 June 2026

Departure 10 August 2025

SABAH NORTH BORNEO
CULTURE, WILDLIFE & OUR WWII POW HISTORY

12 Days / 11 Nights
PRICE FROM: $5448.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Departure 29 November 2025

Limited Singles Available

HUNTER VALLEY, PORT STEPHENS,
NEWCASTLE

HVG CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SPECTACULAR
 6 Days / 5 Nights

PRICE: $2898 PP TWIN SHARE

JOIN OUR TRAVEL
CLUB TODAY

SIGN UP

Departure 07 September 2025

VIETNAM
& CAMBODIA

 16 Days / 15 Nights
PRICE FROM: $6098.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Departure 26 October 2025

LORD HOWE ISLAND ESCAPE
DISCOVERING PARADISE

6 Days / 5 Nights
PRICE FROM: $4998.00 PP TWIN SHARE

CAIRNS TO CAPE YORK
FAR NORTH QLD ADVENTURE

11 Days / 10 Nights
PRICE: $7498.00 PP TWIN SHARE



JOIN US ON A TRADE TRAVEL FULLY ESCORTED PUBLIC DEPARTURE.
CONTACT OUR FRIENDLY FRANCHISEES FOR ALL ENQUIRIES AND A DETAILED ITINERARY.

GREATER BRISBANE, GOLD COAST AND NORTHERN RIVERS NSW:
GREG HOPPER: greg@tradetravel.com 0427 788 024 or 07 55 027 970
ANDREW FYFE: andrew@tradetravel.com 0438 643 508

ALL OTHER AREAS:
bookings@tradetravel.com FREE CALL 1800 034 439

Gold Probus Partner

Escorted Tours 

Departure 09 December 2025

BALI, MALAYSIA & THAILAND
ONBOARD CELEBRITY MILLENNIUM 

Experience the best of Asia on a Bali, 
Malaysia & Thailand cruise.

Departure 04 January 2026 

TASMANIA
ONBOARD CROWN PRINCESS

Sail to Tasmania from Brisbane, stopping in 
Sydney along the way & Eden on the way back.

Unforgettable Journeys Await

Departure 22 January 2026

NEW CALEDONIA & VANUATU
ONBOARD CROWN PRINCESS

Cruise to the tropical paradise of New Caledonia &
Vanuatu & witness the scenic beauty on offer.

Departure 08 November 2025

ONBOARD PACFIC ENCOUNTER

Cruise along Australia’s most treasured natural
wonder - the Great Barrier Reef!

BARRIER REEF DISCOVERY CRUISE

Departure 12 May & 28 July 2026 

OUR COOK ISLANDS
PARADISE

7 Days / 6 Nights
PRICE FROM: $4798.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Departure 28 October 2025

NEW ZEALAND
SIGNATURE SOUTH ISLAND

 10 Days / 9 Nights
PRICE FROM: $6398.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Cruises

Departure 07 November 2025

NORWAY & NORTHERN LIGHTS
ONBOARD QUEEN MARY 2

Spot the magical Northern Lights on this
unforgettable cruise through breathtaking fjords.

Departure 31 August 2025 

ONBOARD MSC MUSICA

Discover the passion of Spain, the romance of Italy,
the charm of France, and the allure of Portugal.

MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE

Departure 19 October 2025

JAPAN
ONBOARD NORWEGIAN SPIRIT

Embark on a once-in-a-lifetime holiday in Asia
from Seoul to Tokyo.

Departure 13 September 2025

ITALY, FRANCE & CROATIA
ONBOARD EXPLORER OF THE SEAS

Embark on an 8 night cruise from Ravenna to
Barcelona exploring Italy, France & Croatia.

Departure 01 September 2025

ALASKA TO HAWAII
ONBOARD WESTERDAM

Cruise from Alaska’s glaciers to Hawaii’s fiery
volcanoes, where icy peaks meet tropical shores.

Departure 29 October 2025

JAPAN AUTUMN LEAVES
HIROSHIMA EXTENSION AVAILABLE

14 Days / 13 Nights
PRICE FROM: $11,498.00 PP TWIN SHARE
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Bob Rogers  PAQ Awards 
———— 2025  ————

The Probus Association of Queensland has established the Bob Rogers PAQ Award 

to honour one of its founders and to recognize his legacy of extraordinary contribu-

tion, achievement, and commitment which permeated all his activities both within 

Probus and within the community at large.  
 

This award recognizes a Probus member who has demonstrated the spirit of 

Probus beyond meritorious service within their own club and/or through outstand-

ing extended and extensive service in both the advancement and expansion of 

Probus and brings recognition to Probus from the community at large.

Bob Rogers PAQ AWARD 

Above and Beyond 
Award 

Presented to: 

Brian Gilmore 
 
The Probus Association of Queensland wishes to 

thank Brian Gilmore for his continuing support of 
Probus in Queensland through his efforts as PAQ 
Management Committee member in 2015-2017, 
President of PAQ in 2017-2019 
and Treasurer in 2020 to 2025. 
Brian was also involved in the 
ACT Probus Association before 
moving to Queensland.  

Brian’s greatest contribution 
was the re-establishment of 
good working relationship with 
Probus South Pacific Limited 
and the signing of the Memo-
randum of Understanding 
between the two organisations. 

Brian has participated in the 
formation and establishment of 
new Probus Clubs in the South-East Queensland 
regions during his time in Probus. Brian has been an 
active member of Algester Probus Club in which he 
has held membership and continues to be an advo-
cate of the Probus philosophy of getting seniors to 
“get out there and enjoy themselves” through the 
fun, friendship and fellowship Probus Clubs offer. 

Bob Rogers PAQ AWARD 

Above and Beyond 
Award 

Presented to: 

Barbara Tobin 
 
Barbara Tobin is a Probus member 

with amazing commitment to the Probus Associa-
tion of Queensland as a member of the PAQ Manage-
ment Committee since 2019. Barbara has continued 
to promote Probus exten-
sively in Brisbane Metro 
North region as Regional 
Liaison Officer – Brisbane 
Metro North Region.  

Barbara’s contribution 
has been well beyond her 
meritorious service with-
in her own Probus Club 
and has included the 
organisation and manage-
ment of district activities 
and meetings for Probus 
Clubs as well as her efforts 
in the formation and 
establishment of three (3) 
new Probus Clubs in the 
South-East Queensland region. Barbara has had, 
and continues to have, a significant and enduring 
impact on both the regional and state-level pres-
ence of Probus.
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INNISFAIL 
40th Birthday 
Celebrations 

On the 8th February heavy rain 
and flooding did not deter 40 Innis-
fail and Mission Beach/El Arish 
Probus Members and partners from 
attended Innisfail Probus 40th 
Birthday luncheon celebrations 
held in the function room at the 
Kurrimine Beach Motel.  

MP Shane Knuth was a special 
guest. Innisfail President Carolyn 
Broom welcomed everyone and 
informed members of how, when 
and where Probus first started and 
the history of the Innisfail Probus 
Club. 

We were entertained by the band 
‘Infinity Duo’ who covered a wide 
range of back ground music and 
songs suitable for our members. Our 
laughter started with jokes from Alan 
Curtis. Appetites were satisfied with 
a great main meal including sweets. 
A ‘lucky door’ and ‘raffle prizes’ were 
well supported. 

A highlight of the day was the pre-
sentation of a 40th Birthday Certifi-
cate from PSPL presented by MP 
Shane Knuth to President Carolyn. 
This was followed by the cutting of 

the Birthday Cake performed by 2 of 
the longest current serving members 
Bev and Bruno Bandiera. It was a 
great day to renew friendships and 
make new friends. Everyone enjoyed 
themselves.  

A special thanks to our dine-out 
ladies Margie Johnston and Rhonda 
Thomas, Marian and Lance for 
organising the cake, raffle and lucky 
door and to our hosts Merv, Yvonne 
and Karen for their hospitality and 
making this event enjoyable and one 

to remember, it was greatly appreci-
ated.  Meetings are held at the Innis-
fail RSL at 9am on the 4th Thursday 
of each month where morning tea 
and guest speakers are highlights. 
Dine-outs, trips, movie matinees and 
other social events are always being 
organised.  

Come and join us you will be 
made most welcome. For further 
information contact the Secretary on 
0429 653 775 or email probus-
clubofinnisfail@gmail.com  

40th Birthday Certificate from PSPL 
presented to President Carolyn by 

MP Shane Knuth 
Bev and Bruno Bandiera cutting the 

40th Birthday Cake

Bob Rogers PAQ AWARD 

Above and Beyond 
Award 

Presented to: 

Peter Rogers 
 
The Probus Association 

of Queensland wishes to 
thank Peter Rogers for his 
continuing support of 
Probus in Queensland 
through his efforts as edi-
tor of the Queensland Pro-
bian magazine from 2017 to 
2024. 

Peter is a Probus member 
who inspires a high level of 
commitment, sets a stan-
dard for others to both 
aspire to and follow and 
has made a significant 
impact on Probus in Queens-
land. His contribution is beyond any meritorious 
Club service Peter has performed with his own 
Probus Club and will have a lasting effect on the 
Queensland Probian magazine and Probus.

Bob Rogers PAQ AWARD 

Above and Beyond 
Award 

Presented to: 

Lorelle Pacello 
 
Lorelle Pacello is a Probus 

member with amazing com-
mitment to the Probus Associ-
ation of Queensland as a mem-
ber of the PAQ Management 
Committee since 2018. Lorelle 
has served as Minute Secretary 
for the association as well as 
promoting Probus extensively 
in Brisbane Metro North region 
as Regional Liaison Officer – 
Brisbane Metro North Region. 

Lorelle’s contribution has 
been well beyond her meritori-
ous service within her own Probus Clubs and has 
included the organisation and management of dis-
trict activities and meetings for Probus Clubs. 
Lorelle has had, and continues to have, a significant 
and enduring impact on both the regional and state-
level presence of Probus.
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ROCHEDALE 
Rochedale Birthday & Life Member Award 

At our July club’s 16th birthday meeting we had the great 
pleasure to have Judith Maestracci the past Chairman of 
PSPL with us to make the award of our newest life member, 
Lorriane Cunningham 

This was a difficult decision for the subcommittee to 
make as there are so any members of this club that con-
tribute so much to its success. Lorraine gave a very warm 
and heartrending impromptu speech on receiving this hon-
our and particularly talked about the long-term support of 
her husband, Alan, in everything that she does. 

ALEXANDRA HEADLAND 
Club Birthday 

Some members of Alexandra Headland Mixed Probus 
Club enjoying their 34th Club Birthday Lunch in March, the 
cake being cut by some of their longest-serving members 
of the club.  
 Photo right: Rita Isherwood, Peter Herrmann, Joan Lewis, 

Daphne Jeffrey, Kay Manthei and Gabrielle Donaldson

L to R – Barry Brady, Colleen Brady, Margaret Boyd, 
Cyndi Mitchell (behind our President), Heather Lewis 

and Allan Lewis.  Our President Alan Boyle is 
presenting badges.

Judith Maestracci and new life member Lorraine 
Cunningham.

BRIBIE ISLAND 
Life Membership Awarded 
to Ron Lett - unwavering 

service to others! 

Ron Lett has been honoured with 
Life Membership for 20 years of ded-
icated service to our club, the Probus 
Club of Bribie Island. Over the years, 
Ron has held various key positions, 
including President (2015/2016), Sec-
retary (2006, 2008), and Tours Cater-
ing Officer, where he has been 
involved in organising and executing 
club events like BBQs and morning 
teas. His contributions span 19 years 
of catering and 16 years of helping 
with morning tea. Ron is particularly 
admired for his commitment to sup-
porting the club's oldest members, 
providing hospital transfers and host-
ing birthday parties. His unwavering 
dedication makes him a deserving 
recipient of the Life Membership.  

Ron’s remarkable compassion and 
unwavering commitment to our com-
munity have earned him the distin-
guished honour of Life Membership, 
celebrating his two decades of dedi-
cated service to our club, the Probus 
Club of Bribie Island. Over the years, 
he has taken on a variety of pivotal 
roles, including his esteemed tenure 
as President during the 2015/2016 
term, along with serving as Secretary 
in both 2006 and 2008, and as Tours 
and Catering Officer. 

His leadership has been vital in the 
planning and execution of numerous 
club events, from BBQs that bring 
members together to delightful 
morning teas filled with camaraderie 
and laughter. Ron’s contributions have 
indeed become a cherished tradition 
within our club. 

Beyond the organisational aspects, 
Ron has demonstrated profound care 
and concern for our club’s oldest 
members. He has tirelessly provided 

essential hospital transfers and warm-
ly hosted birthday celebrations, show-
casing his genuine commitment to 
fostering a supportive environment. 
His steadfast dedication and heartfelt 
service undoubtedly make him a truly 
deserving recipient of Life Member-
ship, a testament to the lasting 
impact he has made on all of us.  

Congratulations Ron!

President Pam Bearce and Ron Lett

NORTH BLACKALL 
20th Anniversary Function 

Our club celebrated its’ 20th Anniversary on 14th 
February 2025. Our inaugural meeting was on 11th 
February 2005. Of our current membership, six mem-
bers are Foundation Members – Our President, Alan 
Boyle, had great pleasure in presenting each of them 
with a Founding Member Badge. 

We celebrated with a “Cutting the Cake” ceremony 
provided by Councillor David Law, Sunshine Coast 
Councillor, who has done so much for our club. 



 Don’t Mind Us - Just passing through to have a bath in 
the river

A rare chance to relax - Di Cope, Pauline and David Ralph 
sipping cocktails at one of the hotels.
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On Tuesday, 18 March, we set off 
from Brisbane Airport for a journey 
like no other. Seventeen of us flying to 
Sri Lanka with our fabulous Aussie 
host, Belinda from Trade Travel.  

After our long flight, including a 
short connecting stop in Singapore, 
we arrived in Sri Lanka safe and sound 
(albeit a bit tired) around 11:30 pm 
local time. At the airport, we were 
met by our local host, Mario, who 
helped gather our bags and ushered 
us to waiting transport for our short 
trip to the Jetwing Blue Resort in 
Negombo for two nights. 

Almost two weeks of touring and 
exploring lay ahead which would 
cover much of the country and be 
filled with rich local history, culture, 
ancient landmarks and fascinating 
sights, whilst staying overnight in 5-
star resorts. Here are just a few of the 
highlights:  

� A visit to St Annes Montessori 
School where we shared our home-
brought gifts for the children while 
they entertained us.  

� Watching large numbers of ele-
phants leisurely bathing in a river. It 

was great to see these majestic ani-
mals in their own environment. 

� A trip to Sigiriya Rock in central Sri 
Lanka – site of an ancient fortress and 
city that was built in the late 5th cen-
tury. 

� Visiting the ancient cities of Anu-
radhapura and Parakrama Samudraya 
with their many temples and Palaces - 
all rich in Buddhist history and culture. 
We were also introduced to wood 
carving and shown some very amaz-
ing pieces. For a mere $US 250K, we 
could have brought home a full-size 
elephant carved out of a solid piece 
of wood.  

� Kandy, where we stopped at the 
Randell spice gardens for a very inter-
esting talk on all things spice and a 
chance to sample more local food 
which was becoming the norm - rice 
and curry for breakfast, lunch and din-
ner. We also visited the most impor-
tant shrine in Sri Lanka, the Buddhist 
Temple of the Tooth. 

� The hills district, home of the Cey-
lon Tea growing industry. This includ-
ed a visit to a tea factory, where the 
tea growing and manufacturing pro-

cesses were explained. The factory 
employs 700 women including 400 in 
the fields, each picking a minimum of 
10 kg of tea leaves per day. 

� Yala, where we ventured into 
jeeps for a wildlife safari. This was 
through a national park where we 
were fortunate to see many animals 
including Elephants, deer, peacocks, 
mongoose, crocodiles, water buffalo 
and a great variety of birds.  

� Galle, another city steeped in his-
tory, with cobblestone streets, a 
Dutch museum and church, and Galle 
Fort - all UNESCO sites.  

� Our last stop, Colombo. This was 
a totally different landscape from the 
sprawling resorts and spas, and wide-
open nature we had become accus-
tomed to.  This is a smoggy, high-rise 
city with unbelievable traffic. After a 
city tour and late hotel check-out, it 
was time to head to the airport and 
say goodbye to amazing Sri Lanka. 

This wonderful trip was organised 
by Redcliffe City Mixed Probus Club’s 
Special Tour Director, Susan Kenrick, 
in conjunction with Trade Travel.  

Di Cope and Wendy Kelly at Galle Old Town on a hot and 
humid afternoonOn Safari at Yala National Park

REDCLIFFE CITY MIXED 
Tour in Sri Lanka - Extracts from a Trip Report by Lynda Misso 



Contact our office to receive the full itinerary and booking form!

Terms and Conditions apply to all bookings & are subject to availability & based on minimum numbers.

CROQUET TASSIE DELIGHTS TOUR
17 - 26 OCTOBER 2025

ATAS Accreditation No: A10619

1300 551 997 Info@goseetouring.com www.goseetouring.com

JAILHOUSE ROCK NORFOLK ISLAND

HOSTED BY RODNEY VINCENT

2 - 9 OCTOBER 2025

You are invited to join Rodney for a fabulously entertaining week on Norfolk Island and enjoy a variety of

songs from the good old days. Rodney Vincent will take to the stage to perform two big Jailhouse shows. There

is plenty of time for you to enjoy beautiful historic Norfolk Island with entertaining tours, stunning vistas,

delicious seasonal cuisine, time to shop and explore. With friendly locals and lots of laughs along the way, you

do not want to miss Jailhouse Rock in 2025! Be sure to bring your favourite Rock N Roll shirt for a memorable

finale! Book soon either online or call us to secure your place!

$4,429*
per person  twin share ex

MEL

per person twin share ex SYD

per person twin share ex BNE

$4,399*

$4,199*

$650**
Single Supplement

1300 551 997 Info@goseetouring.com www.goseetouring.com

Due to popular demand Go See Touring invite you to join us on a 2nd departure to travel to picturesque

Tassie for 9 nights/10 days of exploring Tassie and enjoy all the beautiful scenery Tassie has to offer. We

shall play croquet with Tassie friends at some lovely croquet clubs along the way. So, grab your mallett and

join us for this wonderful trip which is packed full of inclusions and promises lots of laughs, new adventures

and friendships. Book now either online or call us to secure your place as space is strictly limited!

per person  twin share ex

BNE

per person twin share ex SYD

per person LAND ONLY

$5,495*

$5,295*

$4,995*



Norfolk Island 8 Day Discovery Package...
 • Return flights from Brisbane or Sydney with Qantas

     (connecting flights available from other ports)

 • All airport taxes

 • 7 night’s accommodation at one of our group appointed properties

 • Full breakfast and dinner daily on Norfolk Island

 • Comprehensive daily touring with Pinetree Tours showcasing the

     best of Norfolk Island, including some morning or afternoon teas

 • Individual/couple ticket wallets with all necessary documentation

CONTACT OUR GROUPS TEAM, WHO WITH OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE, CAN

ORGANISE ALL OF YOUR GROUP TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR 2025/2026. VISIT

ONE OF OUR BEAUTIFUL AND UNIQUE DESTINATIONS.

GROUP TOUR

SPECIALISTS!2
0
2
5
/2
0
2
6

POPULAR GROUP TOUR DESTINATIONS:
• Cook Islands   • Samoa

• Norfolk Island   • Palm Cove

• Singapore    • Japan

• South Australia   • Blue Mountains

• Tasmania    • Hervey Bay

• Plus so many more...

Ph: 1300 484 510 or 0451 418 246 or Email: lauren@uplifttours.com

www.uplifttoursandtravel.com / www.norfolkislandescapes.com.au / www.allabouttravel.travel

ATAS: A10619  IATA: 0235976-6

8 Day Cook Island Cultural Tour...
 • Return flights from Sydney with Jetstar

     (connecting flights available from other ports)

 • All airport taxes

 • 7 night’s lagoon view accommodation at Edgewater Resort

 • Full breakfast and dinner daily on the island

     (including a variety of themed dinners)

 • Some lunches

 • Daily touring including Punanga Nui Markets, Koka Lagoon Cruise,

     Discovery Tour, Progressive Dinner, Highland Paradise & more!

 • Individual/couple ticket wallets with all necessary documentation

Contact our groups team to provide you with a group tour proposal of your chosen destination!

Terms and Conditions apply to all bookings and are subject to availability and confirmation,

based on a minimum numbers.
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The inaugural year for Bulimba Probus Club has been a 
great success. The vital initial phase to set up the Club 
administratively and financially was successfully complet-
ed. To achieve this so rapidly, we drew heavily on the prior 
experience and knowledge of our current Treasurer (Ailsa) 
and Secretary (Jenny).  

A variety of special interest groups were initiated and 
now meet regularly (Mah-jong, Book, and Stitch). The first 
meeting of the newest group, Walking, was very rudely 
interrupted by a party-pooper, Cyclone Alfred!!  The golf 
group will get under way shortly without interference by Alf 

and are enthusiastically planning weekly games.  We have 
had some very successful outings and drinks and dining as 
well as very well attended Xmas in July, Port of Brisbane 
tour, Behind the scenes at QPAC and several others. Our 
guest speakers have been well received, and we presently 
have bookings well into 2026 for our meetings.  

In March, we had over thirty people on the waiting list, 
some for several months. The most recent committee 
meeting approved a motion to increase club capacity. The 
membership limit has now been raised to 130. With some 
folks not renewing annual membership, we now have 124 
members and none waiting. This has meant that we nor-
mally have 75-90 members at each meeting. We look for-
ward to another year of events and member interactions at 
meetings and special interest groups.   

Photo above: Typical meeting.

ALGESTER 
Celebrating 45 years of  

Fun, Friendship and Fellowship 

On 7 April, the Algester Probus Club with over 90 mem-
bers, guests and quite a few Past Presidents came together 
to celebrate our 45th anniversary. 

Our early days: In early March 1980 it was agreed by the 
members of the Rotary Club of Salisbury that it would 
sponsor a new Probus Club in Salisbury. Soon after that on 
2nd April 1980 the first meeting of the Probus Club of Sal-
isbury was held with 10 members. At that time, it was a 
men’s only club. The Probus Club of Salisbury was the first 
Probus club to be formed in Brisbane. Initially, the club met 
in members’ homes. However, by the time the member-
ship had grown to 19, they managed to secure a meeting 
room at the Salisbury Senior Citizens Club. 

In late 1990, the club decided to relocate to a more pop-
ulated suburb to attract new members due to declining 
membership. Algester was chosen as it was a relatively new 
suburb at the time. Algester Sports Club was approached 
and it was agreed that the club could meet there free of 
charge. Of course, this meant the club needed to change 
its name from the Probus Club of Salisbury to the Probus 
Club of Algester and District. 

The first Meeting at Algester Sports Club was held on 1st 
October 1990, with a grand total of 14 Members. 

On 19th June 1991 it was decided that ladies would be 
admitted into the club as members. The club become 
incorporated on 14th November 1995. Over these past 30 
years we have had 29 Presidents for varying periods. 

At our recent event we were pleased to have a number 
of special guests. Carwyn Arnold, President of Probus 
Association of Queensland and Emily Kim, Councillor for 
Calamvale, Brisbane City Council. This was culminated 
with a surprise visit by the Easter Bunny who handed out 
Easter eggs to our members as part of the celebrations. 

Both speakers highlighted the evident community spirit in 
the club. Our club continues to go from strength to 
strength. 45 years is a great achievement.  

We have very healthy membership numbers and, those 
new members who have joined in recent years have been 
warmly welcomed. Algester Probus is a very special club 
which espouses the Probus motto of Fun, Fellowship and 
Friendship. Bring on our 50th anniversary.

Four new indicted members with President Kevin

Carwyn Arnold, President of Probus Association of 
Queensland and Emily Kim, Councillor for Calamvale, 

Brisbane City Council and Algester Management 
Committee members cutting the birthday cake

BULIMBA 
The Club’s First Anniversary –  

Break Out the Balloons & Cake  
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They say there’s no place like home and they’re right, especially if you’re living in  
one of The Village Retirement Group’s 6 vibrant communities. Our Villages are the 
number one choice for Queensland retirees, offering a stylish haven where like-
minded people come together to enjoy independent living with a community feeling!  
You’ll never be short of things to do, the outstanding facilities and amenities mean 
you’ll be spoilt for choice when it comes to trying new things, learning new skills and 
making new friends.

Call our sales team to arrange a personal tour of our Villages.

thevillage.com.au
Coorparoo

07 3397 1122

Manly

07 3854 3737

Toowoomba

07 4636 7777

Redcliffe

07 3204 1884

Taigum

07 3865 8120

Yeronga 

07 3892 5454

scan for more 
information 

Join a vibrant community 
and love where you live.
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David Ilsley, Foundation Member of 
the recently established Logan Village 
Probus Club, was the March guest 
speaker at the club.  

He spoke about some of the won-
ders of the universe and enthralled 
members with amazing facts about 
the history and future of the earth, the 
sun and our galaxy.  

He talked about how the nearby 
star, Betelgeuse, is expected to 
explode as a brilliant supernova any 
day now, the internal mechanism of a 
supernova explosion, and the stupen-
dous properties of the resulting neu-
tron star, a teaspoon of which would 
weigh a billion tons.  

David’s presentation was based on 
the PowerPoint ‘Random Facts about 

Space’, one of about 50 slide shows 
in the ‘Space Facts’ section of his 
website m1astronomy.com. David has 
been fascinated by the universe since 
he was a child. He ran an astronomy 
club called ‘The Dark Side’ at Canter-
bury College in Southeast Queens-
land where he taught for many years.  

The Dark Side at times had over 
100 members. He developed the 
website there. David has also present-
ed on astronomy at the Beenleigh 
Probus Club and would be happy to 
speak at other clubs in the Brisbane – 
Gold Coast area. 

The Logan Village club is now work-
ing on plans for a star-gazing night 
and a trip to the Brisbane Planetari-
um. Red supergiant star, Betelgeuse

Visit to Monsoon Aquatica Coral farm

February lunch at the ReserveMuriel Ahern and daughter - Christmas party

FRASER COAST – HERVEY BAY 
Bundaberg Visit 

How lucky can you be! Members of the Fraser Coast-Her-
vey Bay Combined Probus Club managed to dodge both 
the floods and the cyclone, enjoying a fabulous few days at 
the ‘Burnett Heads Lighthouse Holiday Park’, near Bund-
aberg in March.   

Perfect timing for a perfect getaway. The trip was packed 
with fun activities, including lively games of Finska, a scenic 
cruise on the ‘Bundy Belle’, delightful wine tasting and a 
hilarious best dressed completion featuring outfits sourced 
from op shops.  

If that wasn’t enough, they also managed to squeeze in 
a visit to ‘Monsoon Aquatics’, Australia’s largest coral farm 
at the Port of Bundaberg. A wonderful time was had by all.

LOGAN VILLAGE 
Guest Speaker on “Betelgeuse” 

David Ilsley at the March meeting of 
the Logan Village Probus Club

KENMORE VILLAGE 
Club Activities 

We started off 2025 with our New 
Years Day Soiree at Oxley Common. 
Our President, Royce Allan, cooked 
sausages and salads and bread were 
supplied by the club. 

One of our members, Murielle 
Ahern, turned 100 on 22 January. 

While we celebrated her birthday at 
our Christmas lunch in December, she 
was seen on TV receiving her tele-
gram from King Charles. Every third 
Tuesday of the month Sylvia McNeilly 
arranges a lunch – either the Reserve 
or One Table. 

On 28 January a group of members 
visited the Asia Pacific Triennial Exhi-
bition at GOMA. The aim of the 
artists’ work was to make their people 

proud of their heritage and to encour-
age them to learn the past ways of 
their people. On Tuesday 25 February 
a group of Probians visited the 
Queensland Museum to view the 
exhibition entitled “Discovering 
Ancient Egypt”, which came from the 
Dutch National Museum of Antiqui-
ties in Amsterdam – fascinating, and 
even mummies were displayed (but 
no photographs).



























http://www.alexgowfunerals.com.au






















http://susie@tasktamers.com.au
http://www.tasktamers.com.au

