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PAQ 
Mission 

Statement 
 

The mission of the Probus 

Association of Queensland shall 

be to advance Probus as a 

vibrant community organisation 

for retired and semi-retired 

people by sharing ideas and 

information, coordinating multi-

club opportunities for friend-

ship, fellowship and social inter-

action, and assisting PSPL and 

Rotary with the formation of 

new clubs. 

The Probus Association of 

Queensland Inc. (PAQ) is admin-

istered by a group of volunteer 

Probians. PAQ was formed to 

help, advise, assist, co-ordinate 

and initiate activities between 

Probians and Probus clubs 

throughout Queensland, with-

out in any way infringing on 

their autonomy.  

Probus is an association of 

retired and semi-retired people 

who join together in Clubs, the 

basic purpose of which is to 

provide regular opportunities 

for them to keep their minds 

active, expand their interests, 

and to enjoy the fellowship of 

new friends. The word PROBUS 

is an amalgam of the words 

“PROfessional” and “BUSi-

ness”. All PROBUS clubs are 

sponsored by Rotary clubs but, 

on formation, are autonomous.  

PAQ REGIONAL 
LIAISON OFFICERS 
2022 
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GOLD COAST  
TBA



Congratulations to Merv Richens 
(PSPL Board Rotary Liaison Member) 
and to Annette Richards (Regional 
Liaison Officer – Redlands Region) on 
their successful groundwork to start 
the new Victoria Point Probus Club. 
The Victoria Point Probus Club will 
the 5th new club in Queensland dur-
ing the past year – a record not 
matched by other states or territories. 
The PAQ Management Committee 
members also provided additional 
support for these clubs to start. A 
special thanks also goes to Col Sut-
cliffe for his invaluable help in getting 
both Arana Hills & District Probus 
Club started and for his contribution 
towards Victoria Point starting. 
Thanks Col. 

PAQ is looking to start more new 
clubs in 2022-2023 as the demand for 
the fun, the fellowship and the friend-
ship that Probus Clubs offer is certain-
ly out there in the community. Many 
seniors realize that how isolated and 
lonely they are and they’re looking for 
ways to overcome those concerns. 
Probus is, indeed, a great way to 
make new friends. 

Seniors Month will also be an excel-

lent opportunity for Probus Clubs to 
“get out there and market Probus”. 
The lesson from the commercial world 
is that you can never stop advertising 
and marketing your product or com-
pany - unless you want it to disappear. 
These days, social media is an impor-
tant tool for clubs to use. Facebook 
and Instagram seem to be the two 
most popular with our demographic 
and I would encourage clubs to start 
a Facebook closed group or Insta-
gram group for their clubs. 

On another matter, planning for 
next year’s MC should be on the 
minds of those who hold the reins in 
their club. Research shows that you 
need to start looking now and plan-
ning for succession. What is alarming 
is the very small number of clubs that 
have a succession plan in place. In 
surveys of MC positions, a number of 
MC members reported that they were 
“thrown into the brink” and “offered 
little to no help” in taking on their 
role. It’s no wonder members don’t 
wish to take on the tasks if this is the 
message from the incumbent. Clubs 
need to have a plan to mentor people 
after they have accepted the chal-

lenges associated with taking on a 
committee role. PAQ can’t emphasize 
enough that one of the best ways to 
“soften the blow” is by having mem-
bers assume “assistant” roles to the 
key positions. Succession Planning is 
NOT simply about finding a replace-
ment – it’s about ensuring that your 
club continues. 

PAQ is also looking for Probus 
members to assist in its management. 
If you have a love of Probus and 
would like to have an impact, consid-
er joining the PAQMC in 2023. Let’s 
keep on growing Probus - for every-
one to enjoy the fun, the fellowship 
and the friendship. 

Regards, 

Rob N.
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PAQ is looking f� a special person
& you could be it!

The Probus Association of Queensland offers 
support to its affiliated clubs through Regional 
Liaison Officers (RLO) who are Probus members 
prepared to share their experience and knowledge 
of Probus with clubs in their region and offer advice 
when asked.

Currently PAQ is seeking RLOs for the 
Northern Sunshine Coast
and Gold Coast regions.

If you’d like more information and to discuss what’s 
involved in the position, contact either

David Harris on 0412 917 246
or email: david.harris@paqnetwork.com.au.

Probus in Australia and New Zealand is 
administered by PSPL = Probus South Pacific 

Limited often just called Probus.

In Queensland, there is the Probus 
Association of Queensland known as PAQ 

and it is an association for the Probus Clubs in 
Queensland.

PAQ has volunteer Probus members serving as 
advisors to clubs in regions. These advisors are 

called Regional Liaison Officers or RLOs.

These RLOs also serve as PSPL Ambassadors 
and also work to promote inter-club sharing of 
information, such as  trips and outings as well 

as worthy club guest speakers.

JARGON BUSTER

We demystify the
Probus jargon for you

President’s Report - OCTOBER 2022



JOIN US ON A TRADE TRAVEL FULLY ESCORTED PUBLIC DEPARTURE. 

CONTACT OUR FRIENDLY FRANCHISEES FOR ALL ENQUIRIES AND A DETAILED ITINERARY.

GREATER BRISBANE, GOLD COAST AND NORTHERN RIVERS NSW: 

GREG HOPPER: greg@tradetravel.com 0427 788 024 or 07 55 027 970 

ANDREW FYFE: andrew@tradetravel.com 0438 643 508

ALL OTHER AREAS: 

bookings@tradetravel.com FREE CALL 1800 034 439
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A BIG WEEK OUTBACK
IN LONGREACH & WINTON

7 DAYS / 6 NIGHTS

Wed 26 Apr - Tue 02 May 2023

PRICE: $4298.00 PP TWIN SHARE

KING & FLINDERS ISLANDS
GOURMET DELIGHTS & RUGGED BEAUTY

8 DAYS / 7 NIGHTS

Mon 20 Mar - Mon 27 Mar 2023

PRICE: $4898.00 PP TWIN SHARE

VIVID SYDNEY 2023
LIGHT & MUSIC SPECTACULAR

4 DAYS / 3 NIGHTS

Fri 26 May - Mon 29 May 2023

PRICE: $1798.00 PP TWIN SHARE

CAIRNS TO CAPE YORK
FAR NORTH QLD ADVENTURE

11 DAYS / 10 NIGHTS

Thu 29 Jun - Sun 09 Jul 2023

PRICE: $7058.00 PP TWIN SHARE

QLD’S SOUTHERN OUTBACK
& SILO ART ADVENTURE

10 DAYS / 9 NIGHTS

Mon 29 May - Wed 07 Jun 2023

PRICE: $3599.00 PP TWIN SHARE

MAURITIUS
INDIAN OCEAN PARADISE

12 DAYS / 11 NIGHTS

Sat 02 Sep - Wed 13 Sep 2023

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

PRICE TO BE ADVISED

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
WEST COAST DISCOVERY

19 DAYS / 18 NIGHTS

Sat 16 Sep - Wed 04 Oct 2023

PRICE: $7585.00 PP TWIN SHARE

ADELAIDE TO AYERS ROCK
THE ULURU & OUTBACK EXPLORER

12 DAYS / 11 NIGHTS

Wed 09 Aug - Sun 20 Aug 2023

PRICE: $5898.00 PP TWIN SHARE

SRI LANKA
PEARL OF THE INDIAN OCEAN

14 DAYS / 13 NIGHTS

Tue 17 Oct - Mon 30 Oct 2023

PRICE: $5298.00 PP TWIN SHARE

QUALITY INCLUSIVE touring,

Discounted Rail Fare - Conditions Apply



AIRPORT TAXES/LEVIES/FUEL SURCHARGES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE UNTIL FULLY TICKETED.

CONTACT TRADE TRAVEL TO MAKE A BOOKING

FREECALL 1800 034 439

EMAIL: bookings@tradetravel.com   

WEB: www.tradetravel.com.au

WITH SOMETHING FOR everyone!

EYRE PENINSULA, ARKAROOLA,

FLINDERS RANGES & GREAT SA SILO ART TRAIL

14 DAYS / 13 NIGHTS

Tue 16 May - Mon 29 May 2023

PRICE: $5498.00 PP TWIN SHARE

TOUR PRICE INCLUDES:

• Return flights Brisbane to Adelaide

• Luxury coach travel 

• 13 Nights quality accommodation

• 34 Meals as per itinerary 

• All entry fees & guides as per itinerary

NEW ZEALAND

SIGNATURE SOUTH ISLAND

10 DAYS / 9 NIGHTS

Fr i  29 Sep - Sun 08 Oct 2023

PRICE: $4849.00 PP TWIN SHARE

PLUS TAXES & FUEL SURCHARGES OF $260.00

TOUR PRICE INCLUDES:

• Return flights Brisbane to Christchurch

• Luxury coach travel 

• 9 Nights quality accommodation

• 18 Meals as per itinerary 

• Sightseeing & prepaid attractions as per itinerary

BONUS 
JACKET 
& CAP!
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MACGREGOR 
A Family Connection . . . 

A pleasant, unrealized sidelight to MacGregor Probus’s 
outing to the Queensland Art Gallery and the Gallery of 
Modern Art (QAG), on the 12th of November, for two Exhi-
bitions, “Two Sisters - a Singular Vision” and “Show me the 
Way to Go Home”, was that we had connections to both, 
through one of our members. 

The first was due to the varied examples of the Gallery’s 
acquisitions shown in “Vision”, through the patronage of 
the Mittelheuser sisters.  

The connection was that they were cousins of June 
Blake’s late husband, Alan, and also that some of the works 
by Mavis Ngallametta, the artist featured in the other Exhi-
bition, were acquired for the State, a consequence of the 
sisters’ continuing remarkable generosity and fund-raising. 

Thirteen of us met at the Gallery. The COVID regulations 
in place slow what was once an easy, no fuss entry. We pro-
ceeded eventually, however, into both Exhibitions, follow-
ing a talk by Jean of the significance of her links to the sis-
ters, their history, younger lives, their move to Brisbane 
and how their successes resulted in them ultimately 
becoming benefactors to the State.  

Jean still has family interaction with Cathryn, Margaret 
having passed on in 2013.  

Bundaberg-born and daughters of canegrowers, both 
grew up to follow illustrious careers. Margaret was the first 
female partner in an Australian stockbroking firm and 
Cathryn was an eminent plant physiologist and science 
educator. 

Both were appointed as Members of the Order of Aus-
tralia (AM), for their many achievements and commitment 
to further advancement of women, particularly redressing 
historical inequities in gender representation of the 
Gallery’s holdings: furniture, indigenous art, ceremonial 
poles, baskets and other artifacts among their over a hun-
dred donations and bequests.  

We were impressed at the variety and quality of the 
works and how they were so lovingly curated by the 
Gallery. An exhibition of jewelry pieces, in the form of 
brooches, by various jewelers, reflected Australia’s gold-
fields in the 1880-1915 period. Described as “peculiarly 
Australian”, picks, shovels and windlasses were crafted at 
the time, in miniature, of gold, with nuggets and jewels 
encrusted.  

The pottery, by painter and ceramic artist Anne Dangar, 
is beautiful, modernistic and striking, while baskets by 
Yvonne Koolmatrie and the silk-coated wire bags of Elisa 
Jane Carmichael only added to the experience as one mar-
veled at their intricacy and subtlety.  

The collection, as we saw it, is a fitting tribute to both sis-
ters, not that we previously had had any inkling about them 
or their connection with us. Jean was as surprised as we to 
get her invitation, and we thank her for her recollections 
and input.  

On to the other collection, several galleries of the works 
of Mavis Ngallametta (1944 – 2019) that is adjacent to 
“Vision” are hung. The subtle lighting the Gallery is known 
and famous for highlight them to perfection. 

Mavis came late to the Art World. Only in 2008, at the 
age of sixty-four, did she begin to create the large canvas-
es this Exhibition covers and she is renowned for. Born in 
Kendall River country, in West Cape York, she lived the tra-
ditional Kugu life, until her family moved to the Presbyteri-
an mission in Aurukun, when she was five. There was, sadly, 
no other information of her upbringing.  

She first encountered vibrant acrylics at the Wik and 
Kugu Art Centre and began painting stories and reminis-

cences of her homeland. In time, she progressed to paint-
ing with pigments she gathered from important sites, 
including white clay, ochres, etc. She travelled extensively, 
longing to return to her traditional country, flying over and 
taking inspiration from it, then committing it to her highly-
sought canvases.  

As to the title of the show? Mavis loved to sing and this 
was her favorite. One of the State’s most esteemed 
Seniors, she won many National awards. She is remem-
bered for a rich legacy of art and culture. This Exhibition is 
her first and she would no doubt be thrilled at its quality 
and treatment. 

So, after all that “kulcha”, it was time to retire to the din-
ing room and talk about what we had seen, which we 
always do with alacrity and aplomb.  

Many thanks to all who came and to Margaret for the 
great suggestion and organizing it. The Exhibitions are on 
until the 21st of January, free and well worth the visit. 

John Perry

The Cutting of the Cake

MACKAY LADIES 
Happiness and Sadness  

at the same time 

Mackay Ladies Probus Club recently celebrated its 
Thirty-Fifth Anniversary with a luncheon held at Mack-
ay City Bowls Club. A good roll up of members and 
their partners attended. The cake was cut by Inaugural 
and Life Member Beryl Woodman and Val Dawson. Val 
has been a member of Mackay Ladies Probus for twen-
ty-seven years. 

Unfortunately, just days before our luncheon, one of 
our Inaugural Members, Rowena Hart, passed away at 
the age of ninety-five. Rowena was an active member 
right up to the time of her death. Visitors to Rowena 
while she was in hospital were told of the happy mem-
ories she had of the time she spent in the Club. R.I.P, 
Rowena. You will be sadly missed. 

Kath Windsor
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Join us for a guided tour through the Brisbane Communications Museum
Explore the world of communication technology from the telegraph to today’s modern networks

Located at the Albion Telephone Exchange, 3 Oriel Road, Clayfield. 

We cater for large tour groups with off street bus parking.
Catering for personal Group Tours on/or outside our standard Wednesday opening day.

Come and join us for a journey through times forgotten. 

Call now or email to make your club booking. 

Email: telemuse@telemuseum.org      Ph: 1800Museum  or  0738622958
Check us out at: www.telemuseum.org

The museum has several hands-on exhibits including working manual and automatic systems which have 

been lovingly restored by our ex PMG, Telecom and Telstra employees. For fun or accuracy, test your hand at 

our Morse Code machine which is linked to a computer screen, listen to the Talking Time clock and more..

WE MIGHT  
JUST BE TALKING 

TO YOU! 
Do you realise how volunteering 

for a position for your Club’s Man-
agement Committee can be so 
beneficial not only for your club but 
for you personally? 

We all know that a number of 
Clubs are experiencing difficulty 
getting Members to stand up and 
be counted when that time comes 
round once again. If their members 
could only realise how rewarding 
being involved in the management 
of their club it can be. 

On reflection, having been a 
Probus Member for just on twenty 
years, I have recently come to the 
realisation that I have not only 
enjoyed the fun and friendship 
Probus can offer, but how Probus 
may have physically and mentally 
stimulated my life. I sincerely 
believe that if you volunteer for a 
position on the Management Com-
mittee of your Club you, also, will 
discover how rewarding it will be. 

Before moving to Brisbane in 
2012, I served time as both Secre-
tary and President of a Club in Can-
berra as well as being Newsletter 
Editor.  I also served as President 

and Secretary of the Canberra Asso-
ciation.  On arrival in Brisbane, my 
wife and I started looking for a new 
Club to join and felt I just wanted to 
be a Member and just sit back and 
enjoy all the social activities of my 
new Club at Algester.  

I soon came to the realisation that 
I missed the enjoyment and stimula-
tion of being on the Management 
Committee. In 2014, I agreed to 
accept the position of President at 
Algester and did the same the fol-
lowing year. I have also been Editor 
of the Clubs Newsletter for the past 
eight years. This has also given me 
a lot of enjoyment, and assisted in 
keeping up my computer skills, 
along with searching for items that 
reflect fun and friendship. 

In 2015 I joined the PAQ Commit-
tee. Then in March 2017 was 
appointed President of your Associ-
ation. During the following two 
years, we managed to get a Memo 
of Understanding signed between 
PAQ and Probus South Pacific. This, 
I believe, has had a huge impact, 
showing how we can better all work 
together for one goal and that is to 
grow Probus in Queensland.  

In March 2017, I was appointed 
Treasurer and now in my third year, 
I continue in that role.  

I feel it is very important that if all 

members are willing to share their 
knowledge and experiences, it is 
amazing what we can achieve 
together. We all come from differ-
ent backgrounds, we all have had 
different experiences in our past 
working lives, and have different 
skills.  

By working together, however, we 
can all make a difference, and we 
can all make our clubs prosper into 
the future. 

So please consider standing for 
your Club’s Committee in the year 
ahead. I can assure you from my 
experience you will be well reward-
ed. 

Brian Gilmore  
Past President/ Treasurer PAQ
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BELLBOWRIE 
An authentic  

Christmas in July 

A traditional Christmas is generally 
portrayed as being held in the depths 
of winter with a log fire burning. That’s 
exactly what we got in late July at the 
Birches Restaurant, Mt Mee. 

The morning commenced with a 
prompt ten-o’clock bus departure for 
forty-three Probus members from the 
Club followed by a long ride up some 
beautiful but winding road within the 
D’Aguilar Mountain Range, overlook-
ing the Glasshouse Mountains. 

Mt Mee is a small hamlet with a 
school, a few buildings and a lovely 
restaurant, perched on the top of Mt 
Mee. The Birches Restaurant has a 
nice ambience with a central log fire 
which was very welcome, as it was 
rather cold up there! 

Our pre-ordered lunch arrived once 
everyone settled in, with the sound of 
Christmas Carols in the background. 
The Christmas-themed meal was 
beautifully presented and enjoyable. 
Then it was soon time to mingle and 

catch up with other members. 
After we left Birches, it was a quick 

detour down the road for about a 
kilometre to the Dahmongah Look-
out. There were anxious moments 
here, as the bus reversed into a park 
to enable a turnaround. Memories of 
last year’s bus adventures at our pre-

vious Christmas in July were front of 
mind with many of us. 

The trip home was just as spectacu-
lar as the journey up in the morning, 
but a lot quicker as it was all downhill. 

Our thanks go to Roger and Geral-
dine for organising this very enjoyable 
day.

Lots of Fun, Friendship and Fellowship here!

BRISBANE NORTH 
Our visit to the 

Queensland Institute of 
Molecular Bioscience 

The day started with a morning tea 
at Guyatt Park overlooking the Bris-
bane River. The fruit cake and date 
and walnut loaf proved very popular 
and a good start to the day. Upon 
arrival at the IMB, we were guided 
through the impressive building to a 
lecture room, and, following an infor-
mative session on the latest IMB 
Research, we split into three groups, 
donned our lab coats and goggles 
and entered the laboratories. It was 
fascinating to see our World-leading 
Queensland Scientists up close. 

As an aside, we were advised early 
on that all photos of our lab visits had 
to be approved by scientists, in case 

they inadvertently captured ‘secret 
scientific stuff’. 

Sooooo, we learned the way to 
become a scientist.  First stage - coat 
over arm as we strolled through the 
corridor. No reputable scientist walks 
around in their lab coat. The real ones 
don’t even take them out of the lab - 
easy to keep them sterile that way. 
Second stage - put them on just after 
you’ve washed one’s hands in the 
special area beside the “Lab Lift”. I 
must admit that I did manage one last 
sneaky photo even though I knew vis-
itors aren’t allowed to take photos in 
the labs. Sometimes, just being 
cheeky does give a thrill. The third 
stage was when we were taken further 
by our volunteer Scientist Guide, who 
assured us that we were looking very 
scientific in our buttoned lab coats 
and goggles, with our hands in pock-
ets or clasped together so we don’t 

inadvertently contaminate anything. 
Professor Craik reckons that one of 

his dreams is to produce an anti-obe-
sity peptide Cyclotide in marketable 
quantities. He would grow it embed-
ded in the potato plant, and everyone 
could eat as many potato chips as 
they liked and never get fat again! 
They are, on the more serious level, 
experimenting on plants in partner-
ship with European Universities. 
They’ve already had positive results 
with eco-friendly pesticides. The lab 
we were in contains their plant exper-
iments. Just imagine if undeveloped 
countries could grow their anti-biotics 
and medicines in bulk and you just 
eat it as part of your meal. Takes 
healthy eating to a new level. 

Eventually even all this top-level sci-
entific stuff starts to pall and we went 
off to find the wonder food available 
at The Gap Tavern for our lunch. 

Guyatt Park and Morning Tea – a good start to the day Entry to the QIMB
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CHATSWORTH-CARINDALE 
The Gold Coast Car Museum 

Members of the Club took the day off in mid-June to visit 
the Gold Coast Motor Museum in Upper Coomera. Locat-
ed in a rural setting, the collection of old cars makes for a 
wonderful Museum to visit and inspect. 

We enjoyed the ease of walking around the collection of 
cars and admiring the extraordinary restoration and main-
tenance of the vehicles, many of which are nearing one 
hundred years old, and reading the history of the cars and 
their production companies. For many, it was romantic 
reminiscence back to their first car. There were many con-
versations to be heard about the sequence of cars there-
after, how things have changed from the “too small to get 
into” to “ones too large for my garage”. Many wonderful 
memories. 

We certainly enjoyed the comfortable surroundings and 
outdoor area of the Museum before a relaxed and well-
organised lunch at the Hope Island Tavern. We almost had 
it to ourselves!

So many delicious cars to reminisce over! John Masson could get used to this sort of service!

Andrew and Nola are just about to take off in their  
Model T Ford!

http://www.maxitours.com.au
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PARK RIDGE 
Our Tropical Fruit World 

Discovery Tour 

On a very chilly Friday morning, 
thirteen members of the Club met at 
the bus stop near the Jimboomba 
Hotel ready for our next adventure in 
the company of the Beaudesert Club. 
We climbed into the warm interior of 
the coach and headed to Beaudesert 
to meet up with the Beaudesert mem-
bers who would be joining us. 

We set off for Tropical Fruit World, 
located in Duranbah in NSW via the 
back road and saw the beautiful 
green countryside on the way down 
and avoided the busy highways and 
heavy traffic. It was a lovely relaxing 
ride, although a lengthy one. Fortu-
nately, we pulled into a Service Sta-
tion to refuel and there was a dash by 
some members on the bus for the 
Ladies Room. We had a very early 
start to the day and the stop was 
much appreciated. 

Upon reaching our destination we 
were treated to a delicious morning 
tea of muffins and scone before 
enjoying a fully guided tour of the 
orchards by a tractor train and stop-
ping along the way to crack open and 
eat the beautiful Queensland nuts 
and the bananas that were grown on 
the property. 

The property was purchased by 
Robert and Valorie Brismead in 1972, 
as a run-down small small-crop farm 
that had been given over to grazing. 
Bob was fully aware of the land’s fruit-
growing potential, however, and the 
location offered breath-taking view of 
the Tweed valley to the west and the 
Pacific Ocean to the east. Surely, 
good ingredients for the Tourist 
Industry. 

The family plan was to grow tropical 
fruit on the red soil hills, while pre-

serving areas of the 
original forest and the 
natural beauty of the 
land. Bob started plant-
ing lots of avocados. 
He also enlisted the 
enthusiastic help of his 
children, and, together, 
they nurtured orchards 
of custard apples, 
bananas, mangos, 
lychees, guavas, 
macadamias, papaya …
. The collection grew, 
and over the years the 
plantation became a 
fascination for an endless stream of 
visiting friends and family. And so, 
“Avocadoland” opened its gates as a 
tourist attraction for the first time in 
1983. 

They have an abundance of Fuerte 
Avocados, the original Avocado. This 
Mexican variety grows perfectly in the 
Tweed. The Fuerte (meaning “strong” 
in Spanish) Avocado was discovered 
in Mexico in 1911 and was imported 
into California to become the founda-
tion of the avocado industry there and 
to become the most desirable avoca-
do to eat. 

In 1941 the Fuerte Avocado was 
imported from California to be plant-
ed on a part of this farm, then known 
as the Duranbah Experimental Plot. 
When the avocado industry was 
launched in Australia during the 
1970’s, Fuerte was the foundation of 
the new industry in Australia and the 
variety that everybody wanted. Avo-
cado connoisseurs still insist that 
Fuertes are the best tasting avocados. 
Besides having a creamy flesh with a 
hazelnut flavour, Fuertes have the 
highest oil content of all avocados 
hence the best flavour. 

It is now almost impossible to buy 
this “original avocado” in the shops 
throughout Australia as they have a 
soft, delicate skin which has proved to 
be too fragile for the supply chain. So, 
the market generally, opting for dura-
bility rather than taste, has aban-
doned “the original avocado.” Fuerte 
avocados are still grown on this farm 
eighty years after they were brought 
here from California. They are now an 
heirloom, but still the best! 

Next stop on our tour was the Ani-
mal Farm, where we were able to 
feed the sheep, goats and donkeys 
with the food provided on condition 
that they all got their fair share of 
what was on offer. The sheep were 
greedy and would nip your hand in 
the process of taking the grain if you 
didn’t hold your hand flat. The minia-
ture goats were very cute and were 
more polite than the sheep. The don-
keys were very standoffish and aloof 

and weren’t that keen on being fed in 
this way, but by the look of them they 
certainly weren’t deprived. 

We continued on our way and 
climbed aboard the boat that was 
moored on the waterways and spent 
a leisurely time cruising and looking 
out for turtles and so on, and finished 
at a hut in a bush location where we 
were told about the local trees and 
their uses by a staff member. 

Then it was back on board the trac-
tor train and back through the orchard 
to another location where we were 
given a talk on the fruits that were set 
out on the table for us to taste or to 
take with us to have later. Next on the 
programme was a short walk back to 
the main area where the coach was 
parked. 

Before we boarded the coach we 
took advantage of the bargains in the 
shop, full of dried fruits and leaves 
used for cooking or for medicinal pur-
poses and a lovely range of skin-care 
products derived from the fruit grown 
on the property. We bought up big in 
the fresh fruit market as well as buying 
the Fuerte avocados at $10 for a 
bucket of 15. What a bargain!!! 

When all the goodies were safely 
packed away, we headed to the 
Kingscliffe Bowls Club for lunch. 
Sandy, the Tour Operator from the 
Beaudesert Club, had already pre-
ordered our meal, so we were able to 
be served our lunch shortly after arriv-
ing. This was perhaps very fortunate 
as the Club was extremely popular 
and quite crowded. The meals were 
much appreciated after our busy 
morning, as were the cold drinks from 
the bar. 

Time was getting on, and it was 
decided to head for home, so it was 
all aboard and, unlike the babble of 
chatter on the way down, it was a very 
quiet trip home, as I think a few of us 
had a nap on the way back. 

Thanks to Sandy’s great organiza-
tional skills we had a fantastic day 
with great company. Thanks 
Beaudesert Probus. 

Carol M

We’re aboard and on our way

Two sad faces – who could resist 
them?
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Fox&HoundsFox&Hounds
COUNTRY INN

All events are based on group bookings and are subject to availability
2 course lunch alternate drop main and dessert inclusive

PHONE (07) 5665 7582

contactus@foxandhounds.net.au

We’re all going on a

summer holiday Hey Jude

Christmas in July 2022

2022  LUNCH  EVENTS

3 Classic Live Events to get the toes tapping and the waist wriggling!

Carols, Crackers, Turkey & Winter Woolies

CL
ASSIC HITS OF THECL
ASSIC HITS OF THE

5
0

’ s  &  6 0
’ s

5
0

’ s  &  6 0
’ s

Anne Robers & Diane Rex  -  Peninsula Slimdowners (Redcliffe) Social organisers“

“

2 course lunch: Duo Main for all alternate drop dessert.

Tea & Coffee Sta琀on extra $3pp

* Subject to availability
Groups of 25 or more

Ye Old

2 Course Lunch
INCLUDES:

+ BONUS

Jan-Mar / Sep-Nov Other Months by request

•  

(Pre-order choices) 
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S
tate Library of Queensland invites you to reflect on 

the bravery and sacrifice of Queensland’s 

servicemen and women and discover ways to 

commemorate Remembrance Day at home and in person 

at Anzac Square Memorial Galleries.  

  

At 11am on 11 November 1918 the guns on the Western 

Front fell silent after more than four years of continuous 

warfare. The allied armies had driven the German invaders 

back, having inflicted heavy defeats upon them over the 

preceding four months. With their armies retreating and 

close to collapse, German leaders signed an Armistice, 

bringing an end to the First World War.  

  

This historic moment—commemorated in Australia as 

Remembrance Day—attained special significance in the 

post-war years; with allied nations observing one minute’s 

silence on the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month 

in remembrance of those who have served, died, or 

suffered in all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping 

operations.  

  

Australia’s involvement in the First World War exacted a 

heavy toll in death and injury with the highest casualty rate 

of the Allied forces. Many Queenslanders laid down their 

lives; with no previous or subsequent war making such an 

impact. Of the 58,000 Queenslanders who served in the 

First World War, over 10,000 of them died; their bodies 

buried or lost near where they fell.  

  

Opened on Remembrance Day—then known as Armistice 

Day—in 1930, Anzac Square is the State war memorial of 

Queensland. It was borne from a grieving society, 

searching for a place to remember loved ones who never 

returned home from service. It also represented the 

courage of the men, women and children who remained at 

home and laboured in support of national defence in 

wartime.   

  

Anzac Square is the accomplishment of a nation’s 

gratitude. It was paid for by individual donations from 

ordinary people—who themselves were facing difficult 

times in the years between the First World War and the 

Great Depression—but who felt compelled to make a 

sacred contribution towards an unpayable debt.  

  

Today, Anzac Square is still the place where Queensland 

remembers. Located in Brisbane’s CBD, with the 

spectacular Shrine of Remembrance and Eternal Flame 

burning at its heart, Anzac Square provides permanent 

recognition for those who have served our nation and 

preserves their legacy by offering a hallowed space to 

reflect on their bravery and sacrifice.  

  

Beneath the Shrine, visitors of all ages can embark on an 

interactive journey from the First World War to today inside 

Anzac Square Memorial Galleries – a free exhibition 

curated by State Library of Queensland. The Memorial 

Galleries will be open from 10am—4pm on Remembrance 

Day for patrons wishing to commemorate in person or 

place a poppy in honour of Queensland associated 

battalions, regiments and other units.   

  

Visitors during the week of Remembrance Day can also 

delve deeper into Queensland’s war history on a free, 45-

minute guided tour of the Memorial Galleries, exploring the 

history, traditions, and heroes who exemplify the Anzac 

Spirit and underpin this important day. Some of the stories 

you'll hear on this special tour include Francis Henry 

Staunton (a shearer from Richmond who served in 

Gallipoli and the Western Front), Beryl Pender (a 

superintendent in the Women’s Land Army during the 

Second World War), and Alex Garlin (a national 

serviceman with the Royal Australian Navy). Bookings are 

essential. Visit our website to secure your place. 

 

Commemorating from home? Visit our website from 1 

November and follow the prompts to have a free poppy 

placed on your behalf inside the Anzac Square Memorial 

Gallery of your choice. Online visitors can also help 

document the story of Queensland by tagging and 

commenting on State Library collection items, as well as 

preserving their own memories by uploading personal 

images and stories through Explorer.     

  

Following in the footsteps of Queenslanders past and 

present, who have been coming to Anzac Square for 

almost a century to commemorate Australia’s service 

community, is a wonderful way to honour and uphold the 

Anzac spirit. Experience the quiet solitude of Queensland’s 

preeminent war memorial and gain a greater 

understanding of Australia’s military past at Anzac Square 

Memorial Galleries.   

  

Anzac Square Memorial Galleries is open 10am—4pm, 

Sunday to Friday, closed 

Saturdays and public holidays 

(excluding Anzac Day).  

   

Scan the QR code or visit 

anzacsquare.qld.gov.au to 

discover more ways to 

commemorate Remembrance 

Day at home and in person. 

Who will 
you stop to 
remember? 



Gather your friends and embark on an 
interactive journey from the First World 

War to today inside Anzac Square 
Memorial Galleries.

To book your free group tour,  
contact our friendly team  

on 0466 922 259 or email  
anzacsquare@slq.qld.gov.au

Visit the
place where

Queensland
remembers

A group of Australians departing New Guinea at the end of the 
Second World War, 1945, 31553, John Stanton Davis Mellick Archive, 

John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland
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Our most recent dine-out was our opportunity once 
again to come together in friendship and enjoy a meal 
together. This occasion saw us dine at the Wildflower at 
Mercure Birtiny. Although they were very busy – and this is 
generally a good sign, up here on the Sunshine Coast - the 

food and service were very good. We interspersed the 
meal with a trivia quiz on Australia with Coral and Bronwyn 
both getting twenty out of the more than set thirty ques-
tions correct. 

Mike Matthews

We’re just enjoying being together.

Lorraine looks at home in a tank! A cuppa’s always welcome wherever we are!

KAWANA WATERS 
Another of our regular monthly dine-outs 

SPRINGWOOD 
A visit to Tankride  

We arrived at Tankride with military precision........well 
not really, but it sounds good! 

We were met by Tim Wood, the owner and passionate 
collector.  Morning tea was enjoyed before Tim began his 
fascinating story about how Tankride evolved.  He had us 
all enthralled with his information and engaging stories 
about his dream as a young boy to own his own tank – well, 
he has certainly done that and more!  His display of military 
equipment is incredible, and I believe he is “living the 
dream”.   

Bill “volunteered” to showcase some of the memorabil-
ia, mainly a helmet, and a machine gun belt and balanced 
a 20lb shell (decommissioned!) on his lap.  He certainly did 
it in style! 

Tim had so many interesting stories to tell and we could 
have listened to him for a lot longer, but then it was time 
to have a closer inspection of some of the displays.  Barry 
and Allan climbed into a Centurion tank.  They both 
agreed it was rather “tight” inside.  Lorraine climbed into 
the Saracen tank for a better view.  Tim even had a red Fer-
rari on display that he had built from scratch.  Alicia said 
she would rather have had a ride in the Ferrari than a tank!   

The troops were gathered around and eleven people 
decided to go on a Gamma Goat ride, and what a thrill it 
was!  Tim loaded them up and off they went up hill and 

down dale.  We spectators could hear the laughter and 
shouts in the distance.  There may be a few sore muscles 
from holding on during the speedy and bumpy ride.  They 
all had a ball. 

What a great time we all had and one that we could high-
ly recommend.  Tim certainly exuded enthusiasm and pas-
sion for his collection which I am sure will only grow.   He 
obviously has a very understanding wife! 

Off we went to lunch at the Green Frog Hollow Cafe and 
all agreed that it was a great day out.  Some would like to 
return for another ride! 

”Tanks” for the experience, Tim. 

Carolyn 

Off on a Ride

These monthly dine-outs are always a chance to relax and 
enjoy good food and good company.
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Golf resort living for the un-retiring

Embrace a fun, vibrant and connected retirement lifestyle within the popular Club at Parkwood 
Village precinct on the Gold Coast. Construction has started on Living Choice Parkwood, 
which will offer 200 premium apartments overlooking a lake and 18-hole Championship golf 
course.

Location - close to shops, hospitals, beaches, airports and sporting facilities; 

Lifestyle - extensive onsite leisure facilities, green space + easy access to the club’s dining 
and entertainment areas;

Luxury - magnificent 4-bedroom, 3-bedroom, 2-bedroom and 1-bedroom apartments;

Live Well - onsite wellness services, 24-hour emergency response, supportive staff and 
Living Choice Home Care.

Display apartment open at  
76-122 Napper Road, Parkwood. 

Phone 1300 421 414

sales@livingchoice.com.au

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST - VISIT LIVINGCHOICE.COM.AU

SELL
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SUNNYBANK 
A Visit to that Quirky 

Winter Festival in Warwick 

Our interest in Warwick’s “Jumpers 
& Jazz in July” was piqued by an arti-
cle that appeared in the May Issue of 
The Qld Probian. We thought that we 
would brave the cold and stay in our 
caravan, but unfortunately we’d left it 
a bit late to book a powered site any-
where. Having power to run our 
heater was a must! We were, however, 
in luck, as friends in Killarney offered 
us a sheltered spot on their three-acre 
property, complete with power and a 
toilet nearby. For the first two days of 
the Festival, the weather was atro-
cious - bitterly cold with driving wind 
and rain. Late Friday afternoon, we 
ventured into Warwick’s CBD to view 
the Tree Jumper Exhibition - over a 
hundred trees and other structures 
wrapped in charming woolly creations 
and textile artworks. That night we 
attended the Jumpin’ Jazz Laneway 
Party which, because of the inclement 
weather, was moved from the laneway 
beside the Warwick Town Hall to 

inside St Mary’s Community Hall. Here 
we enjoyed the performances of the 
UQ Big Band and then Angela (The 
Voice) Fabian. We had tickets to go to 
the Killarney Bonfire Night on the Sat-
urday, but that got postponed due to 
the Showgrounds being too wet and 
muddy. Sunday was a lovely sunny 
winter’s day, perfect for the Grand 
Automobile Display on Palmerin St. 
There were close to three hundred 
vehicles, from vintage to classic, mus-
cle cars and motorcycles. These could 

be admired as you listened to live jazz 
emanating from three different stages 
along the street.  

We are returning to Warwick this 
weekend to attend the rescheduled 
Killarney Bonfire Night and enjoy the 
Picnic in The Park finale on Sunday. 
The Festival is spread over ten days 
with so many different things to see 
and do. If you haven’t yet been, put it 
on the list for next winter - it is well 
worth a visit! 

Sue Perkins

TOONDAH 
Our Tour of Vivid Sydney 

The tour from Trade Travel was well 
organised and the bus very efficient. 
Although we had atrocious weather, 
several highlights stood out from the 
windy and cold conditions. The Old 
Quarantine Buildings had a very inter-
esting history that was very well pre-
sented by our guide. It is a beautiful 
site with excellent views. Having just 
been through COVID with its lock-
downs and quarantine as we had 
been, it must be said that we were 
aware of amazing similarities between 
our time and that of the Quarantine 
Station, but the current arrangements 
were infinitely better than they had in 
those days.  The showers and living 
quarters were very cold and primitive 
and the fumigation chamber for lug-

gage belonged to another world.  
The processes, however, were surpris-
ingly similar.  And you have to wonder 
how they beat the likes of Smallpox, 
Spanish Flu with a relatively rudimen-
tary set of drugs.   

Whilst some of us had visited the 
Opera House previously, the guide 
was interesting and the comments on 
the construction of the building 
showed that the design had several 
shortcomings in the acoustics depart-
ment which have been expensive and 
are still on going. The winds were very 
strong around the Wharf area and one 
person got blown over, so most of us 
went for a hot drink in one of the 
cafes. 

Another highlight for us was the trip 
up the Parramatta River on a City Cat 
Ferry.  We caught the Ferry at Circular 
Key and travelled the length of Syd-
ney Harbour up the Parramatta River 

to Parramatta City, where we were 
met by the President of the Parramat-
ta Historical Society dressed in full 
costume of that period.  She looked 
just wonderful in her long dress, bon-
net and basket complete with the wet 
weather cloak she needed, as the 
wind was very cold and cutting.   The 
lady was a wealth of information.  She 
mentioned that, in the early days, the 
only way up the river was in a rowing 
boat that transported people and 
produce between Sydney Town and 
the fledgling town of Parramatta.  
Apparently, all crews were instructed 
that they must carry a spare set of 
oars in case the women wished to 
help with the rowing!  

The View Hotel was aptly named, 
because it had excellent views of the 
Harbour Bridge. 

Overall, a well worth while tour.  A 
very busy time. 

Our group at Old Government House, Parramatta The view from our hotel room at View Hotel

Now that’s a bike any boy would 
love!

The Mayor was suitably dressed as he 
extended a warm welcome.
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NORFOLK ISLAND

 BOUNTY WEEK
6 - 13 JUNE 2023
On the 8th June each year, for local Pitcairn 
descendants and locals alike, a celebration takes 
place in rememberance of  the day their 
Ancestors arrived from Pitcairn Island. Some 
Bounty Day traditions may have changed over 
the years, but it’s like a wonderful step back in 
time! As well as giving you a great introduction 
to Norfolk Island, a holiday around Bounty Day 
is unique and something that will stay etched in 
your memory forever. 

$3,595.00 per person

Twin Share

$650.00 per person

Single Supplement

* Return airfares ex Brisbane to Norfolk   * Return airport transfers
* 7 nights accommodation at Paradise Hotel & Resort * Half  day Island tour
* Bounty Day celebrations & festive lunch   * Island Fish Fry
* Night as a Convict      * Progressive Dinner
* Indulgence tour       * Sound & Light Show
* Convict Settlement Tour     * Cyclorama
* Glass Bottom Boat      * Breakfast Bush Walk

HIGHLIGHTS & INCLUSIONS:

Contact our o�ce to receive the full itinerary and booking form! 
Terms and Conditions apply to all bookings and are subject to 

availability and based on minimum passenger numbers.
1300 484 510     Email: groups@uplifttours.com     

www.uplifttoursandtravel.com     ATAS: A10619



Discover Ipswich’s charming heritage 

sites, art and nature reserves with a fully 

inclusive group tour available through 

the Ipswich Visitor Information Centre.

CBD Heritage Tour 

Indulge in a delicious morning tea in Ipswich and a  
1.5 hour guided heritage tour with knowledgeable 
tour guides on board your bus. Take in the Heritage 
City with iconic buildings and homes and then lunch 
at your choice of selected venues. From $35pp.

Animal Encounters Tour 

Enjoy a Devonshire tea on the lovely veranda at the 
Visitor Information Centre with landscaped gardens 
overlooking the HMAS Memorial. Take a 1.5 hour 
guided walking tour of the Ipswich Nature Centre and 
surrounding Queens Park. Get an up-close encounter 
with our furry and feathered locals, then lunch at 
your choice of selected venues. From $35pp.

Railway Workshops 

Take morning tea and a tour at The Workshops 
Railway Museum. Lunch at restaurant inside a 
beautiful heritage building that is now home to Jets 
Leagues Club. Visit the Ipswich Art Gallery or Ipswich 
Nature Centre in the afternoon. From $35pp.

Japanese Tea Ceremony 

Enjoy a guided tour of Nerima Gardens to interpret 
key design elements that infuse both the Australian 
and Japanese cultures. Arrive at the tea house 
to view the Japanese tea ceremony, a traditional 
cultural activity involving the ceremonial preparation 
and presentation of Matcha tea.

Spend the day 

touring Ipswich

Japanese Tea CeremonyRailway WorkshopsAnimal Encounters Tour

CBD Heritage Tour



$150-$650 REBATE OFFER

Probus clubs bringing groups of 10 or more 
paying participants to Ipswich are eligible 
to apply for an Ipswich Groups Rebate. 
Visiting groups can receive a rebate of 
between $150 and $650 per visit based  
on qualified spend in the city.

For more information about the rebate 

program and the group experiences 

available in the City of Ipswich:

Phone: (07) 3810 7448 
Email: tourismgroups@ipswich.qld.gov.au 
Web: DiscoverIpswich.com.au/groups

Please note: The Ipswich Group Tour Rebate 

Program is coming to a close. Rebates through this 

Program will only be available for eligible group tours 

conducted by 30 June 2023 with a corresponding 

application submitted by 30 July 2023.

Arts Mural Trail Tour

Local Ipswich Producers TourMarburg TourGuided Walking Tours

Guests will have the opportunity to participate in the 
ceremony. This tour needs a minimum of 10 and a 
maximum of 20 people. From $40pp.

Guided Walking Tours 

Follow a knowledgeable guide through one of our 
conservation estates to experience wildlife and 
breathtaking views in a whole new light. This tour 
needs a minimum of 8 and a maximum of 24 people. 
From $40pp.

Marburg Tour 

Start with a delicious morning tea in the grounds 
at The Soul Nook Collective, a beautiful boutique 
set inside an old church. Discover the town of 
Marburg and visit Scotland Yard Antiques, Special 
Branch Collective, The Black Museum and the quirky 
community library. Enjoy a tasty lunch at the Marburg 
Hotel, and a special talk about Marburg’s history 
from the Rosewood Scrub Historical Society. Add on 
a fun trip to the Ewe Nique Hobby Farm for an extra 
$10pp to hand feed the animals and hear stories from 
farmer Dave. From $45pp.

Arts Mural Trail Tour 

Start your day with morning tea at a local cafe 
before meeting a guide and undertaking a 1.5 hour 
guided walking tour along the Ipswich Central Street 
Art Trail. Stop for lunch at Dovetails or Pumpyard 
Bar and Brewery. Enjoy free time to visit the Ipswich 
Antique Centre and Top of Town boutiques. End 
your tour with a viewing of the Ipswich Art Gallery’s 
collection and touring exhibits. From $50pp.

Local Ipswich Producers Tour 

Experience a delightful tasting workshop and morning 
tea at Tranquil Tea House. Learn the art of brewing 
tea, and then lunch at The Prince Alfred Hotel to try 
their menu packed full of local produce. 

Afterwards indulge in sampling gin and brandy from 
Imbibis Craft Distillery. Meet the maker Jason Hannay 
and hear the passion behind his award-winning spirits. 
From $60pp.

Bookings for tours usually require a minimum of 
20 people and can be booked Monday–Friday.

For bookings call (07) 3281 0555 or  
email info@discoveripswich.com.au
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MT OMMANEY 
Queensland Day Barefoot 

Bowls at Mt Ommaney 

June 6 is an important day for us 
Queenslanders and one that we at Mt 
Ommaney try to celebrate in a differ-
ent way each year. In case you don’t 
know this is the date on which Queen 
Victoria signed the Letters Patent in 
1859 to establish the Colony of 
Queensland, thus declaring it sepa-
rate from the Colony of New South 
Wales. Governor Bowen arrived in 
Brisbane on 10 December 1859 to 
read the Proclamation. Queensland 
used to have a public holiday on 10 
December 1959 to mark the Cente-

nary of that auspicious day in our his-
tory. In recent years, most celebra-
tions have been undertaken on 6 
June. 

Sixteen Club members turned out 
this year, in their maroon colours, on 
an overcast and cool day, to celebrate 
Queensland Day 2022 with Barefoot 
Bowls at Jindalee Bowls Club. A com-
petition was organised with hit-up 
teams of pairs and triples. 

While many bowls were sent down 
short of the mark, our President Chris 
showed a promising style in her deliv-
ery and there was quite some discus-
sion after each "end". Coaches Carol 
Cosgrove from the Jindalee Bowls 
Club and our own Ian Koch, a Jin-
dalee Bowls Club member, provided 

useful tips. Competition was keen and 
some teams came from behind to pip 
the leaders at the post on the last 
end. 

When the Domino’s Pizza delivery 
arrived, enough was reckoned to be 
enough and we quickly adjourned to 
the temporary Clubhouse to enjoy 
our lunch and the hospitality available 
from the Bowls Club. 

It was an enjoyable and active day 
on which we all learned new things 
and maybe gained a few new skills – 
Carol was kind enough to say that 
some of us showed a degree of 
promise! 

Maybe we’ll go back for another 
day sometime!

We’re getting better we think! It’s always good to get together whatever date it is!

INDOOROOPILLY 
Tour of the  

Ipswich Railway Museum 

Sixteen members went on the tour, 
with most of us travelling by train to 
Ipswich, followed by a short bus ride 
to the museum. We arrived just in 
time for a welcome morning cup of 
coffee. 

I noted that there was a small major-
ity of males in our group which differs 
from the general club membership, 
reflecting, perhaps, the traditional 
male interest in things mechanical.  

I personally jumped at the opportu-
nity to go as I have had a long interest 
in trains, and I was certainly not disap-

pointed. We initially met with Ken, a 
volunteer guide, who gave a highly 
informative preliminary talk about the 
museum, outlining the history of the 
Workshop. He complemented his 
introduction with many amusing anec-
dotes from over the years.  

The Museum forms part of the Rail-
ways Workshop complex with rolling 
stock maintenance continuing as it 
has done since the nineteenth centu-
ry. This makes it one of the oldest 
continuously operating facilities of 
this type in the world. After a leisurely 
lunch at the Museum café, we then 
had around an hour-and-a-half to 
explore the many exhibits. 

I, personally, had several “Michael 
Portillo” moments, when I could 

closely examine the numerous giant 
steam locomotives preserved there. 
The range of rolling-stock was impres-
sive.  

Some brought back long memories 
of the old carriages pulled by steam 
locos that were part of my formative 
years in Brisbane. There were exten-
sive displays of the various workshops 
from earlier times.  

Work in those days was hot, noisy, 
and often dangerous. How things 
have changed! You don’t need to be 
a train buff to appreciate this impres-
sive collection. If you have not been 
and this was my first visit then this is a 
must for your bucket list. 

Ralph Cobcroft

A Beyer Garratt Locomotive 1950 – in service well within 
our memories Our group excited in anticipation



thevillage.com.au

Ready to wake up with a smile on your face every day? Don’t retire for good,   
retire for great at one of The Village Retirement Group’s six independent living 
retirement communities, located in the most desirable locations across Brisbane 
and Toowoomba.  Whether you’re leading the way at the half-way mark in the  
bowls tournament, laughing with friends over a delicious dessert in our café  
or simply relaxing in the privacy of your luxury apartment or villa, this is how 
retirement should be lived.

Call our sales team to arrange a personal tour of our Villages.

Live life to the full and

love where you live.

Coorparoo

07 3397 1122

Toowoomba

07 4636 7777

Redcliffe

07 3204 1884

Manly

07 3854 3737

Yeronga

07 3892 5454

Taigum

07 3865 8120

scan for more 
information
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CABOOLTURE 
Christmas in July  

with the Club 

On Friday 22nd July, a merry band 
of Probus members travelled along a 
winding road up the mountain range, 

through rain and wind up to a little vil-
lage called Mount Mee, where we 
attended a lovely little restaurant 
called “The Birches Restaurant”. Well, 
the drive may not have been as pleas-
ant as it could have been, but the 
restaurant was lovely and the people 
were very hospitable. We settled 

down to a very nice two-course 
“Christmas Lunch”, and enjoyed one 
another’s company, as well as the two 
musicians who played some Christ-
mas and period music.  

Many thanks must go to Jenny and 
others who were instrumental in mak-
ing this lunch an enjoyable outing.

It was good to see the fire going in the centre of the 
restaurant.

Being able to have a chat after a good meal just adds to 
the enjoyment.

NAMBOUR PROBUS 90  
The Club enjoys a day in the  

Noosa Hinterland 

Mother Nature smiled on us and turned on a perfect day 
for our trip in the Noosa Hinterland with our first stop 
being the Amrita Meadery set in a beautiful tranquil park. 

This boutique meadery was quite impressive with colour-
ful bottles of mead, handmade gifts, local works of art, 
beeswax for furniture and drinking mugs hand crafted from 
ox horns.   

Our hosts, Andy Coates and Nicola Cleaver, made us 
very welcome.  After leaving their respective careers, they 
are following in the footsteps of Andy’s grandfather who 
had been making mead in Australia since the early 1940’s.  
The art of making mead goes back some eight thousand 
years to Medieval Times.  The tasting session saw a variety 
of flavours and styles all of which we eagerly sampled fol-
lowed by a brisk trade in purchases. 

Then it was off to the Weis Artworks. “Amazing and inno-
vative” is the only description that comes to mind.  This 
beautiful property with its lush gardens housed an incredi-
ble array of artwork.    These were the most amazing struc-
tures made from old, abandoned pieces of farm machinery 

and various other sources.  Some were decorative, some 
were imaginative, some were useful and some were musi-
cal, producing various tones and timbres when touched or 
tapped or strummed, but they were all fascinating to see 
and left us to wonder at the imagination of their creator.  

Lunch time beckoned and, after a very pleasant drive 
through some scenic country, we arrived at the Cooloola 
Berries Farm and Café and a warm welcome.   

The lunchtime menu consisted of extremely generous 
serves, but some of our group even managed to fit in a 
strawberry dessert.   

The offer to pick you own berries was very tempting and 
some pickers took to the field.  Jason and Kim, our hosts 
operate the farm as a family business and welcome tours, 
functions and visitors.  After lunch, Jason took us on a tour 
of the farm imparting knowledge about the different types 
of berries and growing techniques.    

Despite our huge lunch, we all enjoyed browsing 
through the berry patch, picking and eating the sweetest 
sun-warmed berries.   

This had been another most enjoyable day that left us 
with lingering memories of the sweet taste of honey mead, 
vine ripened strawberries and heaps of good fellowship. 

Bill MacKenzie 
Mac Chapmone showing off the instruments made from 

old machinery at the Weis Art Farm

Some of our members picking fresh strawberries at 
Cooloola Berries Farm
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Have you ever wondered what it’s like to live and work in 
that rather imposing old white house surrounded by secure 
fences and trees on the hill at Paddington? Eight intrepid 
members of our club braved the rain and the cold of a July 
morning to find out just what it’s like inside Queensland’s 
Government House. 

We were greeted very hospitably by our friendly and 
knowledgeable guide whose identity will hopefully be 
revealed when his application for membership of our club 
is processed soon. 

Interestingly, the house was built in three parts over sev-
eral decades. The first was in 1865 as a private residence, 
then the second section in the 1880s.At that time the 
house was still in private hands. The final part was in 1937. 
All three blend together somehow to form a harmonious 
whole. It has been home to the Governor of Queensland 
since 1910. 

On entering the house via the Investiture Room, we 
watched a video of welcome presented by the current 
Governor, Her Excellency Dr Janette Young, generally 
does this in person, but she was overseas at the time of our 
visit. She stressed particularly the role of Government 
House as the house of the people of Queensland. We were 
fascinated by the variety of medals displayed and which 
are presented in the ceremonies of the Australian Honours 
Awards.  The Victoria Cross, though elegant, seemed much 
smaller than I had imagined, and belied the enormity of 
the task that goes into earning it. 

We saw the formal rooms which are used the Governor 

in her role of Head of State and the Queen’s representative 
in Queensland.  

We went into the office where she works each day – work 
entailed in such as meeting the Premier and Ministers to 
discuss details of legislation provided for her assent and 
where she receives official guests, such as representatives 
of foreign countries and other dignitaries from inside and 
outside the State.  

The rooms were very impressive with a magnificently 
tiled entrance, patterned Axminster carpets, Waterford 
crystal chandeliers, chairs upholstered in fabrics decorated 
with embroidered flowers of Queensland, and beautiful 
tables made in various Queensland woods. 

There was an aura of calm and beauty in the rooms 
themselves, enhanced by lovely vistas of the gardens 
through the windows.  

All this probably conceals the fact that behind the scenes 
of formality and tradition, there is a great deal of activity 
and work in the background to enable the Governor to 
perform the quite demanding job of not only carrying out 
the legal and symbolic duties of the Head of state but also 
of creating an atmosphere that demonstrates very well the 
role of the people’s house as the Governor highlighted in 
her welcome video speech. 

It was a lovely visit to a gracious old home, with an over-
lay of symbolism, a touch of interest for the sticky beaks 
among us, and a feeling of people being welcome here. I 
was pleased I went. 

Lynne McPherson

INDOOROOPILLY 
Our Tour of Government House 

http://www.gingerfactory.com.au




http://www.alexgowfunerals.com.au
























http://www.kmsmith.com.au



