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The Kookaburra design—an exquisite 4-bedroom 

apartment perfect for downsizers seeking 

luxurious, low-maintenance living. Nestled within 

the vibrant “The Club at Parkwood Village” 

precinct, enjoy unparalleled access to dining, 

fitness, and wellness facilities.

Kookaburra Highlights:

• Premium inclusions throughout

• Large, covered balcony and additional terrace

• Butler’s pantry

• Generous walk-in robes

• Full-size laundry

• Open plan living and dining

NOW SELLING

livingchoice.com.au Computer generated images are intended for illustrative purposes only. J000185

Luxury Retirement Living.
Experience the Gold Coast’s most exciting new retirement community, 

overlooking pristine fairways and greens.

Display open 7 days 10am – 3pm 

Enter via The Club at Parkwood Village, Napper Road, Parkwood.  

Phone Vickie Lea on1300 421 414 to book a tour.

KOOKABURRA 

FLOORPLAN
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PAQ Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Probus Associ-

ation of Queensland shall be to 

advance Probus as a vibrant com-

munity organisation for retired and 

semi-retired people by sharing 

ideas and information, coordinating 

multi-club opportunities for friend-

ship, fellowship and social interac-

tion, and assisting PSPL and Rotary 

with the formation of new clubs.

The Probus Association of 
Queensland Inc. (PAQ) is adminis-
tered by a group of volunteer Pro-

bians. PAQ was formed to help, 
advise, assist, co-ordinate and initi-
ate activities between Probians and 
Probus clubs throughout Queens-
land, without in any way infringing 

on their autonomy.  
Probus is an association of retired 

and semi-retired people who join 
together in Clubs, the basic purpose 
of which is to provide regular oppor-
tunities for them to keep their minds 
active, expand their interests, and to 
enjoy the fellowship of new friends. 
The word PROBUS is an amalgam of 

the words “PROfessional” and 
“BUSiness”. All PROBUS clubs are 
sponsored by Rotary clubs but, on 

formation, are autonomous.  
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Hello everyone! Well, here I am, 
again, putting pen to paper and 
enlightening you as to what PAQ 
has been up to lately. 

We have just finished a round of 
workshops extending from Pimpama, 
that is in the Northern Gold Coast 
area right through to Cairns.  These 
workshops have been very well 
attended and I thank the clubs who 
sent along their Management Com-
mittee Members and also some Gen-
eral Members who wanted to learn 
more about Probus.  Workshops such 
as these are a great avenue to learn 
more about “what makes us tick” as 
well as a great chance to network with 
other Clubs within the Regions of 
Queensland. 

The topics covered varied from the 
responsibilities that come along with 
the acceptance of positions within 
one’s Club – the forms and updates 
available – where do you find infor-
mation that one will need.  The best 
thing to remember is that your posi-
tion in Probus is only as hard as you 
make it.   

Position responsibilities are not 
written in concrete and any Club can 
divide up a position in the Club to 
allow two or three people to manage 
that requirement of the Club.  KISS is 
a great thing to remember: “Keep It 
Simple Stupid” – is always a useful 
acronym to use. The simpler the work 
required to carry out the duties and 
the responsibility of the position may 

even give one a greater chance of 
finding a successor to take over from 
one. 

Succession Planning and “Where 
will your club be in 2024” are the 
main subject for the Second Round of 
Workshop we will be holding in July 
and August and your Club Secretary 
would have received this information 
by the time you are reading your Pro-
bian magazine. 

Remember any member of your 
Club may attend these workshops 
and the more the merrier. 

The Workshops within the Brisbane 
and Greater Area were conducted 
over a ten-day period in May and 
after those I travelled by train up as 
far as Cairns stopping at Rockhamp-
ton on the way. I had lots of fun trying 
to juggle the arrival times, Workshop 
times and then the departure times 
from the towns but I managed it.  
Thank you to the Clubs who joined 
me at Rockhampton and Cairns.  I 
enjoyed meeting you all and it was 
pleasing to meet a few who had 
attended the last workshop I had 
done up there in 2019 before COVID. 

To the wonderful RLO’s that we 
have in PAQ a very big thank you is 
paid for assisting at the Workshops – 
they wouldn’t happen if you were not 
able to volunteer your time to assist 
with the delivery of such events. 

For the Northern Clubs, the Second 
Round of Workshops will be in the 
form of Zoom and I will notify you of 

the necessary 
information to 
be able to join 
in with this. 
Many Clubs dis-
cussed the pos-
sibility of doing 
stands at Expos 
to promote their Club and Probus in 
general.  This is wonderful that you 
are actively getting out there and 
being seen by the public – we are not 
a hidden form of Club and we do not 
conduct “Secret Squirrel Business” 
behind closed doors.  Promoting your 
Club and Probus will benefit your 
Club with the introduction of new 
Members and hence new ideas. 

The grants that PAQ have offered to 
all Clubs will be discussed and final-
ized at our July Meeting with the 
advice to the successful Clubs going 
out the following week. 

I want to thank each and every 
Probus Member who volunteers to be 
part of the Management Committees 
and all of those people who are the 
Members, as you are all a very impor-
tant part of the lub Membership, 
whether you hold a position at pre-
sent, or not.  Without you we don’t 
have Probus Clubs. 

Keep up the good work and enjoy 
your time in Probus.  It is a great orga-
nization to be part of and remember it 
is you who makes your Club great. 

Cheers for now, 
Carwyn Arnold, President PAQ

President’s Report - JUNE 2024

The picnic did, indeed, provide an 
eventful morning, and was held on 
a lovely warm morning at our 
usual venue, the District Park, at 
Calamvale, where a good number 
of members met for the April 
event. 

A BYO, a bit of a tweak to the way 
we have run things, was one where 
people are asked to bring every-
thing they need and share, of 
course.  

Everyone was happy with that way 
of doing things. We kicked off 
around ten-ish, with a few rolling in 
later. The fun and food began, the 
cups ran hot and the conversation 
flagged only to fit some delicious 
morsel in. 

The Park was so busy that morn-
ing. It is an unqualified success as 

venues go, attracting a diverse 
range of folks, old and young, 
cyclists and walkers, yoga enthusi-
asts and the like and the swings and 
the Play Areas are always alive with 
bodies. The Council should be very 
satisfied and applauded for the 
state of it. 

About noon, I was asked was it 
time for lunch? I laughed, never 
being asked that question before 
but gave the thumbs up. That must 
have been the signal the kookabur-
ras were waiting for, because it was-
n’t long before the marauders 
picked a target, and the attack 
began.  

Arthur Brown was mid-bite, when 
one sneaky bomber attempted to 
relieve him of his bread roll from the 
narrow opening between his mouth, 

nose and those large hands. It failed 
that time, but caused further huge 
consternation, as the attacker 
stayed around in the shelter, alight-
ing in the nearest callistemon, to 
consider its next target.  

This proved to be Arthur again. 
Maybe he must have looked like 
easy pickings. But you don’t get two 
bites of that cherry and it failed 
again. 

It dived above the tables a time or 
two more, before giving up only to 
sit, watching the proceedings from 
the surrounding trees, discussing 
with mates what strategy they might 
use at another shelter   they finally 
moved on. 

We didn’t hear any cries or shouts, 
so it probably did the usual and 
begged for food. Be warned, mem-
bers! Imagine asking me about food 
consumption . . . you always know 
my answer to that. 

John

MACGREGOR 
A Picnic proved once again to be a winner. 



Departure 09 March 2025

THE HAWKESBURY & NEPEAN
RIVERS REGIONS DISCOVERY

5 Days / 4 Nights
PRICE: $2648.00 PP TWIN SHARE

GRIFFITH SPRING FESTIVAL
IN THE HEART OF AUSTRALIA’S FOOD BOWL

Departure 19 October 2024

6 Days / 5 Nights
PRICE: $2548.00 PP TWIN SHARE

JOIN US ON A TRADE TRAVEL FULLY ESCORTED PUBLIC DEPARTURE.
CONTACT OUR FRIENDLY FRANCHISEES FOR ALL ENQUIRIES AND A DETAILED ITINERARY.

GREATER BRISBANE, GOLD COAST AND NORTHERN RIVERS NSW:
GREG HOPPER: greg@tradetravel.com 0427 788 024 or 07 55 027 970
ANDREW FYFE: andrew@tradetravel.com 0438 643 508

ALL OTHER AREAS:
bookings@tradetravel.com FREE CALL 1800 034 439

Gold Probus Partner

Escorted Tours 

Unforgettable Journeys Await

KING & FLINDERS ISLANDS
ISLAND HISTORY, INDUSTRIES & RUGGED BEAUTY

Departure 09 March 2025

7 Days / 6 Nights
PRICE: $5998.00 PP TWIN SHARE

MELBOURNE & GREAT OCEAN ROAD
INTERNATIONAL FLOWER & GARDEN SHOW

Departure 19 March 2025

8 Days / 7 Nights
PRICE: $3698.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Departure 25 June 2025

A BIG WEEK OUTBACK
IN LONGREACH & WINTON

6 Days / 5 Nights
PRICE: $4498.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Departure 10 September 2025

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
WEST COAST DISCOVERY

20 Days / 19 Nights
PRICE: $9998.00 PP TWIN SHARE

CAIRNS TO CAPE YORK
FAR NORTH QLD ADVENTURE

Departure 06 June 2025

 11 Days / 10 Nights
PRICE: $7250.00 PP TWIN SHARE

QUEENSLAND’S SOUTHERN
OUTBACK TRAIL

Departure 21 July 2025

10 Days / 9 Nights
PRICE: $4198.00 PP TWIN SHARE

JOIN OUR TRAVEL
CLUB TODAY

SIGN UP

BOUNTY WEEK NORFOLK ISLAND
CELEBRATE WITH THE LOCALS & TRADE TRAVEL

Departure 05 June 2025

 9 Days / 8 Nights
PRICE: $5025.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Cobb & Co Stagecoach Experience

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS & CANBERRA
BOWRAL TULIP TIME - CANBERRA FLORIADE

Departure 27 September 2025

 7 Days / 6 Nights
PRICE: $3148 PP TWIN SHARE

SRI LANKA
PEARL OF THE INDIAN OCEAN

Departure 18 March 2025

 14 Days / 13 Nights
PRICE FROM: $6998.00 PP TWIN SHARE



JOIN US ON A TRADE TRAVEL FULLY ESCORTED PUBLIC DEPARTURE.
CONTACT OUR FRIENDLY FRANCHISEES FOR ALL ENQUIRIES AND A DETAILED ITINERARY.

GREATER BRISBANE, GOLD COAST AND NORTHERN RIVERS NSW:
GREG HOPPER: greg@tradetravel.com 0427 788 024 or 07 55 027 970
ANDREW FYFE: andrew@tradetravel.com 0438 643 508

ALL OTHER AREAS:
bookings@tradetravel.com FREE CALL 1800 034 439

Gold Probus Partner

AUSTRALIA & SOUTHEAST ASIA
ONBOARD CROWN PRINCESS

Departure 28 September 2025

Explore Southeast Asia on this captivating
cruise from Australia to Singapore.

Escorted Tours 

NEW ZEALAND

ONBOARD CROWN PRINCESS

Departure 26 November 2025

A cruise around Australia promises a journey
filled with adventure & breathtaking sights.

SOUTHERN AUSTRALIA EXPLORER
ONBOARD CROWN PRINCESS

Departure 17 March 2025

Discover the beauty of Southern Australia on
this 13-night cruise, from Brisbane to Perth.

TASMANIA
ONBOARD DIAMOND PRINCESS

Departure 03 January 2025

Sail to Tasmania with a stop in Eden along the
way and a visit to Sydney on the way back.

JAPAN & ALASKA
ONBOARD CARNIVAL LUMINOSA

Departure 03 April 2025

Experience a 29-night cruise journey from
Brisbane to Japan and onward to Alaska.

Cruises

ROUND AUSTRALIA

INDIA LAND & CRUISE EXPEREIENCE
DELHI, AGRA, JAIPUR & BENGAL CRUISE

Departure 10 October 2025

 16 Days / 15 Nights
PRICE FROM: $12,998.00 PP TWIN SHARE

JAPAN
CHERRY BLOSSOM

Departure 23 March 2025

14 Days / 13 Nights
PRICE FROM: $12,498.00 PP TWIN SHARE

OUR COOK ISLANDS
PARADISE

Departure 06 May 2025

 7 Days / 6 Nights
PRICE FROM: $4598.00 PP TWIN SHARE

Unforgettable Journeys Await

SOUTH PACIFIC CRUISE
ONBOARD QUANTUM OF THE SEAS

Departure 21 December 2024

Cruise to Port Vila and Mystery Island to witness
picturesque beaches and turquoise waters.

MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE
ONBOARD AZAMARA QUEST

Departure 27 May 2025

Enjoy an unforgettable cruise from the vibrant city
of Barcelona to the charming port of Bordeaux.

ONBOARD WESTERDAM

Departure 16 February 2025 

Explore the breathtaking landscapes of NZ
offering a unique blend of natural beauty.

DISNEY MAGIC AT SEA
ONBOARD DISNEY WONDER

Departure 25 October 2024

Rediscover your inner child on a Disney cruise, or
bring the grandkids for a magical family adventure.

NEW ZEALAND

©2024 Disney
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INDOOROOPILLY 
Wellcamp Airport and  
Bush Christmas Market 

It was a great day, when thirty-one 
members set off from Fig Tree Pock-
et for Toowoomba.  

We arrived at Wellcamp Airport at 
ten o’clock and were greeted by 
Johnno, the Project Development 
Officer for Wellcamp, who ushered us 
off for morning tea. We felt very “wel-
comed”, with our pre-ordered coffees 
or teas ready for us, and cakes to fill 
us up. 

Johnno told us so much about Well-
camp Airport and the Wellcamp Busi-
ness Park which covers seven and a 
half thousand acres, of which only a 
small part is utilised at present. They 
have the capacity to grow much big-
ger. 

Wellcamp Airport is uniquely posi-
tioned to access the growing export 
markets in Asia, the Middle East, the 
Americas, and the European Union. 
The Airport and the associated Busi-
ness Park offer unparalleled aviation 
and road transport access….and 
hopefully will link up with the inland 
rail once it is completed. It makes 
available the only Queensland 24/7 

Freight Service. We heard fascinating 
stories of animals being imported for 
the Darling Downs Zoo, and horses 
being transported for the Magic Mil-
lions. Wellcamp’s COVID Facility Vil-
lage housed the firefighters for the 
recent Queensland bushfires. Exports 
are mind-boggling ranging as they do 
from three tons of lettuce leaves a 
week to eggs, beef, cotton, seafood 
and live fish. To this one can add as 
well, machinery parts for Agriculture 
and the Oil and Gas industries which 
can incur huge costs when their 
equipment is not working. They 
recently freighted the Van Gogh art-
work and paintings for GOMA as 
“art” travels more safely on cargo 
planes as there is less likelihood of 
damage from flying projectiles. They 
even shipped out a shark to the San 
Diego Zoo. Three hundred trucks 
pass Wellcamp each day, and it is the 
only airport in Queensland that B 
Triples (two and a half trailers) can 
access. 

Everything we heard was interest-
ing. The Wellcamp Airport is also a 
Passenger Airport servicing several 
Airlines. You can fly to such as Mel-
bourne or Townsville for very reason-
able prices. All in all, it’s a fascinating 
place, privately owned an with a huge 

drive to expand. A Covid facility, and 
a pilot training school, at which, if suc-
cessful, you could be a full commer-
cial pilot in one year!! A plane takes 
off every five minutes. There is also an 
Entertainment Complex to come with 
facilities for car racing and defensive 
driving courses. 

Full of information and excitement, 
we then headed off to the Royal Hotel 
in Ruthven Street for lunch. We had 
preordered our lunches and we were 
served quickly. It was amazing to see 
fresh flowers on the tables. 

After lunch we went to Bush Xmas, 
a shopping “happening“ in the centre 
of Toowoomba. Bush Xmas started in 
1996 when a group of women from 
Cunnamulla in Western Queensland 
saw talent lying unnoticed in rural and 
remote areas of Queensland. Bush 
Xmas showcases these women’s tal-
ents and has grown in strength over 
the years. Bush Xmas also bridges a 
gap between the City and the Coun-
try and opens many doors to a 
greater understanding and interest in 
the Bush and its people. We stayed at 
Bush Xmas for an hour-and-a-half 
before driving back to Brisbane. I 
believe we all had a wonderful and 
varied day….and above all lots of fun. 

Sarah Nason 

TOOWOOMBA GARDEN CITY                                                               
We Get a First-Hand look at the  

New Acland Mine 

It was an early start for the members of the Club to get 
to the Oakey RSL by 8.45am for the briefing before 
going onto the New Acland Mine site.  

The Mine’s Community Engagement Officers, Bec and 
Mel, introduced the history of the mine, presented infor-
mation about the extent of the mining operation and con-
ducted the all-important safety briefing to allow the Probus 
members onto the site. 

Complete with hard hat, safety hi-viz vest, cameras and 
water bottle, we joined a specially chartered bus for the 
tour of the mine’s various areas, including its rehabilitated 

areas and, of course, the pit-area itself. Commentary along 
the tour was provided by New Acland Mine’s Conservation 
Officer, Tracey, and members’ questions were answered, as 
we travelled the mine’s roads.  

Members were introduced to each aspect of the mining 
process on the tour – removing the soil and its storage for 
later rehabilitation, protection of wildlife in the area, clear-
ing the overburden soil and rock layers and, finally, the 
extraction of the actual coal. We were all impressed by the 
Acland Mine’s approach to rehabilitation as they mine 
areas and were surprised to learn that the mine didn’t take 
any water from the underground aquifer in its operation. 

At the conclusion of the actual mine tour, we were 
bussed back to the Oakey RSL where many of the Garden 
City Probus members enjoyed lunch and shared comments 
about the tour. 

Garden City Probus members get to see the mining 
operation first-hand. Some of the massive mining gear in action
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NEW FARM 

Probians and Challenges 
of The Internet 

 

As Treasurer, I’m here promoting Internet Banking. 

What can go wrong?  It’s not that demanding. 

But some Members have said they fear the Web, 

Along with fraudsters phoning from Zagreb.  

 

Investment scams and frauds are all around. 

Spyware and cyber threats seem to abound. 

And those darn hackers, if we click on a link, 

The damage to our computer can cause such a stink. 

 

“We thought we were safe and had privacy-rights, 

But WeChat and TikTok give us the frights. 

We hear stories about lies - and deep fakes. 

What we thought were real - were really remakes.” 

 

Watch out for identity theft and also card fraud. 

How does this happen? The system must be flawed. 

With A.I., crooks pretend to be someone they’re not.  

Where will it end? Can we ever stop this rot?” 

 

It’s quite simple, I say, to make yourself safe. 

What! You don’t believe?  Ye of little faith. 

All you need is - a good virus buster, 

And a little diligence. Well, … all you can muster.   

  

Passwords, updates, backups and firewalls,  

Virtual Private Networks, watch out for strange calls. 

Multi-factor authentication – whatever that means. 

It can reduce your risk – or so it seems. 

 

Banks will refund money to your account if stolen, 

Just don’t send money to lovers in Golan. 

A Password Manager can come in handy. 

“For you Treasurer, that may be fine and dandy!” 

 

(Sigh) Yes! … it is complex in too many ways. 

Whatever ever happened to the good old days? 

Anyone of us can be caught and feel like fools. 

The best I can say is live by three rules:  

 

Unexpected calls, texts, emails?  Treat all like strangers.   

Any links there to click?  STOP!  Beware of the dangers. 

Regularly watch your bank statement for anything perverse, 

Call your bank to check transactions and if necessary, reverse.   

 

And when something goes wrong, and you give out a yelp! 

Reach out to the experts, there are many there to help.  
 

David Thorpe, Treasurer,  

Probus Club of New Farm 

A relic of the cattle trucks used to transport victims

CAPALABA 
A well worthwhile visit to the  
Holocaust Museum in the City 

Fifteen members recently travelled by public transport to 
visit the newly opened Holocaust Museum in Charlotte 
Street, Brisbane. We added to the atmosphere by a 
perusal of the statues in the peaceful surrounds of ANZAC 
Square. They were far distant from the reminder of the hor-
rors we were to see soon. 

Our leisurely walk to the Museum took us through the 
tropical grounds of heritage-listed St Stephens Cathedral, 
an oasis of tranquillity in an area surrounded by skyscrap-
ers. 

Our guide at the Museum walked us through the exhibits 
with their brutal history and made the presentation all the 
more interesting by sharing the stories of her parents, both 
of whom were Holocaust survivors. Despite the truly sober-
ing subject matter, particularly when delivered in an area 
replicating a cattle truck, we all gained something of value. 

It is a small Museum, housed in what used to function as 
a Mill, but it is nonetheless impactful. Several members 
said that they would return with family. 

Thank you to all those who attended. It was wonderful to 
make new friends and to visit a city landmark that some of 
us may not have visited if alone. 

Edna

A time to chat with friends away from the horrors of war
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Set in the Pacific Ocean, above the 
Fiji and Cook Islands but below 
Hawaii, Samoa is an archipelago of 10 
islands, of which only 4 are inhabited. 
The largest islands are Savai’i and 
Upolu which are fringed with coral 
reefs and lagoons, overlooked by vol-
canic peaks with rugged interiors of 
lush green rainforests, cascading 
waterfalls and crystal-clear cave 
pools. It was these natural aspects 
which attracted Rob and Jeni Neary 
to visit the islands some 35 years ago 
and felt that Samoa would be an ideal 
destination for the tour to escape the 
Queensland winter. 

Upolu is the most populated and 
home of the capital, Apia, with its har-
bour, bustling commercial and gov-
ernment centre and international air-
port. Savai’i, the largest island in 
Samoa is less populated and known 
for its traditional way of life and pris-

tine scenery. Savai’i is 
focussed on more 
agricultural pursuits 
as well as a burgeon-
ing tourism industry. 
The island has amaz-
ing natural assets 
such as the Alofaaga 
Blowholes, the Afu 
Aau waterfalls and the 
Sale’aule lava fields to 
attract visitors. 

Our first day, after 
landing at 6am, was 
both a “catch-up on 
sleep” day as well as 
a gentle introduction 
to Apia, the capital. 
Our local guides, Ado 
(female) and Mark 
(male) provided us 
with many insights 
during the tour into the “Fa’a Samoa” 

or traditional Samoan way of 
living in this Polynesian soci-
ety. We were certainly 
impressed by how proud 
Samoans of all ages are of 
their “Samoan Way”. As we 
were told during our Cultural 
Village Tour on Day 2, “it is 
the essence of Samoan cul-
ture and dictates how 
Samoans are meant to 
behave and their obligations 
to their elders, superiors, 
family, community, church 

and the environment.” Our city tour 
of Apia continued and included the 
city markets, a fabric printing and 
clothing manufacturer as well as a 
guided tour through Vailima, Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s (RLS) house and 
now museum. This plantation-style 
house was originally built by RLS and, 
has in the past, served as the official 
home for various heads of administra-
tion in Samoa. RLS is famous for his 
novels among which are Kidnapped, 
Treasure Island, and The Strange case 
of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. In his life-
time, he wrote over 20 books and also 
penned poems, essays and letters. 
Our hotel in Apia was the Tanoa Tusi-
tala named in honour of RLS whose 
local Samoan name was “Tusitala” – 
Teller of Tales. 

Our first full-day, Friday, started with 
a guided tour of the Samoan Cultural 
Village where we were introduced to 
Samoan culture and traditions 
through walking to various “fales” – 
open-sided shelters. We were wel-
comed with some local musicians 
playing their local songs, dancing and 
taught how to make a plate for food 
from a coconut frond. These were col-

lected and later used 
to serve us the results 
of the “umu” – earth 
oven cooked foods 
such as taro, banana 
and fish. We were all 
entranced by the 
speed at which the 
local artisan made a 
basket for carrying and 
cooking from a whole 
coconut leaf. 

Mid-morning Friday, 
we travelled to the 
astonishing Puila Cave 
Pool. This is a natural 
freshwater pool fed by 
a spring, by the sea, 
beneath the historical 
Methodist Chapel in 
the grounds of a theo-
logical college. Only 

one of our Probians was prepared to 
take the dip as the stairs in and access 
over rocks was quite slippery. We fin-
ished our day, after a rest, with a dine-
out at Giordano’s, a local favourite 
restaurant. 

The Saturday itinerary included a 
full-day tour of the South Coast area 
visiting the Falefa Falls on the way to 
a swim and lunch at Lalomanu Beach. 
The afternoon trip back to the hotel 
took us over the mountains again and 
to the To-Sua Ocean trench, Sopo’a-
ga Falls, Togitogiga Falls as well as 
the Papapapaitai Falls. We also man-
aged a brief visit to the Baha’i Centre 

 “Escape the Winter ”  
   PAQ - TOUR TO SAMOA 

The tour was advertised as an “escape the winter to the sun” tour and 
Western Samoa – now known simply as Samoa – certainly provided that 

with days of 30˚-32˚C and nights of 22˚-24˚C.  
The group of 12 Probians, and host David Bantoft from Uplift Tours & 

Travel, certainly enjoyed the break from the winter cold.

June 
2024
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to examine its spec-
tacular temple build-
ing and verdant gar-
den surrounds. In the 
evening, we enjoyed a 
Fia-Fia show including 
fire dancing at the 5-
star Taumeasma Hotel. 

Sunday in Samoa is 
the day for church, the 
family and feasting 
afterwards. It is 
observed throughout 
Samoa. Our group 
had the opportunity to join the con-
gregation of the only English-speak-
ing service on the island at the 
Taimane O Le Vasa church. The ser-
vice was quite uplifting with music, 
choral singing and blessings being 
given for families and members trav-
elling overseas for study or overseas 
studying. The church newsletter 
reflected a very caring relationship 
between the church and its parish-
ioners. The service was followed by a 
generous morning tea/brunch in the 

adjoining hall and 
enabled our group to 
meet with and talk to 
many of the parish-
ioners.  

Our Monday visit to 
the Ifiele’ele Planta-
tion taught us about 
its range of organical-
ly-grown and certified 
produce including 
tropical fruits and pre-
serves including its 
innovative solar drying 

box. We enjoyed the chance to taste 
these over lunch and purchase goods 
for back home. 

Early Tuesday we boarded the 
vehicular ferry to Savai’i, Samoa’s 
largest island. The Alofaaga Blow-
holes were created when lava reached 
the coast and formed lava tubes as 
well as the rocky shore with spectacu-
lar spray plumes as the water was 
forced up and then out of holes in the 
lava tubes. After the Afu Aau water-
falls, we enjoyed lunch at the 4-star 

Amoa Resort. Ado, 
our guide, had 
organised a special 
celebration for 
Mark’s - the driver – 
birthday. Our 2 
o’clock ferry back to 
Upolu meant that we 
avoided extremely 
rough conditions 
later. 

The Siva Ali Fire 
Dance Show was our 
experience of a 
modern “ailao”, a 
style of knife dancing 
with its origins in 

dances of the pre-colonial era. The 
performers demonstrated their skills 
with fire breathing, whirling fire sticks 
and fire knives as well as traditional 
dancing and an “ava” – drink made 
from special root – ceremony. Dinner 
was an authentic Samoan feast pre-
pared and served on a coconut frond 
plate lined with a banana leaf with 
taro, bananas, fish, roasted pork and 
taro leaves in coconut cream sauce - 
all cooked in an umu. 

Wednesday - a free day - interpret-
ed as a shopping day for most of us. 
We were fortunate that our guides 
choose to be with the group this day 
and Ado and Mark were helpful in 
guiding us to those shops with the 
better-quality products. Our final din-
ner was held at the Paddles Restau-
rant with good service and food and 
an opportunity to talk to other mem-
bers of the group, thank Ado and 
mark as well as David. 

Thursday was “Departure Day” and 
began very early at 4am. Our plane 
left at 7am and landed back in Bris-
bane to a cool 180C – and back to 
winter.  

Thanks to David, Lauren and the 
team from Uplift Tours and Travel for 
a fascinating and interesting itinerary. 
2025’s PAQ “Escape the Winter” tour 
is in pllanning – destination to be con-
firmed.



1300 484 510 lauren@uplifttours.com www.uplifttoursandtravel.com

Contact our office to receive the full itinerary and booking form!

Terms and Conditions apply to all bookings & are subject to availability & based on minimum numbers.

NORFOLK ISLAND BOUNTY DAY

DISCOVERY TOUR

05 - 12 JUNE 2025
Ex Brisbane

Bounty Day Picnic and

celebrations

Half Day Orientation Tour Island

Fish Fry

Progressive Dinner

Colleen McCullough Tour

Convict Settlement Tour

Glass Bottam Boat

Breakfast Bush Walk

HIGHLIGHTS

$21,995
per person  twin share

ex BNE/ADL

$7,895
Single Supplement

ATAS Accreditation No: A10619

$3,995*
per person  twin share

ex BNE

$650**
Single Supplement

1300 551 997 Info@goseetouring.com www.goseetouring.com

JOIN US ON A TRIP OF A
LIFETIME WITH THESE LADS!
TAKING ON UK, IRELAND, SCOTLAND & EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISE

21 MAY - 18 JUNE 2025 EX BNE/ADL

Go See Touring, Lindsay ‘Waddo’ Waddington and Graeme Hugo invite you to join them for a trip of a lifetime!

The boys are taking on a taste of the UK, Ireland, Scotland and a European River Cruise, including 2 nights in

Prague! As this tour is in conjunction with the magnificent European River Cruise, on board an Emerald Cruise

Star-Ship (Part of the Scenic Tours Group) from Amsterdam to Budapest - commencing on 1 June 2025. Places

are strictly limited, so book now to avoid disappointment. (Bookings close 1 August 2024). Waddo and Graeme

look forward to travelling with you on this bucket list trip!

FROM

FROM



$6,375*

SPLENDID SINGAPORE
12 - 21 May 2025
Fully Escorted Ex Brisbane

INCLUSIONS

Singapore Zoo

Gardens by the Bay

National Orchid Gardens

Bum Boat Ride

High Tea at Raffles

Changi/Krangi Tour

SEA Aquarium

Sentosa Island

INCLUSIONS HIGHLIGHTS

You are invited to Uplift Tours on this colourful Splendid Singapore trip! This 9 day tour takes

in all the splendor and history of Singapore. Enjoy high tea at Raffles, visit historical Changi,

view the world from up above on the cable car on Sentosa Island, take a bum boat ride...to

mention a few highlights! There is so much to discover, local cuisine to sample, shops to

explore, new friends to meet and lots of laughs. You do not want to miss this once in a lifetime

tour! Contact our office for more details or to secure your place today!

Return Economy Airfares +

Taxes

Singapore Airlines ex BNE

8 Nights’ 5* Accom

Cooked Breakfast Daily

2 x Lunch / 6 x Dinners

Services of local guides

All touring and entrance fees

as per itinerary

BOOK YOUR TRAVEL

INSURANCE WITH

UPLIFT TOURS &

TRAVEL & RECEIVE

A 15% DISCOUNT

per person  twin share

ex BNE

$1,795**
Single Supplement

1300 484 510 lauren@uplifttours.com www.uplifttoursandtravel.com

1300 484 510 lauren@uplifttours.com www.uplifttoursandtravel.com

Contact our office to receive the full itinerary and booking form!

Terms and Conditions apply to all bookings & are subject to availability & based on minimum numbers.

ATAS Accreditation No: A10619
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What it may mean for you – or 
perhaps it already does! 

Beyond Friends: Finding meaning 
by serving the needs of fellow mem-
bers. 

Having a purpose in life is another 
fundamental idea of Probus.  

Many members in Probus clubs 
have a compelling “why” that moti-
vates them daily. Individuals in 
these clubs frequently play an 
impactful role in their families, 
friends, and communities, making a 
significant difference.  

Members get a sense of purpose, 
satisfaction, and genuine fulfillment 
when they partake in this impact 
and engagement, leading to a long 
and happy life.  

So many studies confirm volun-
teering improves perceptions of 
self-worth, fosters social connec-
tion, and lowers stress – all of which 
are linked to improved health out-
comes. 

Keep Moving: A key to living 
longer. 

Members of Probus Clubs are 
renowned for leading active lives – 

walking, gardening, or just going 
about their daily lives in walkable 
places. Though they don’t solely 
focus on physical activity, Probus 
clubs frequently plan activities that 
encourage movement. Probus pro-
motes a lifestyle that incorporates 
being active. 

Less Stress: Another ingredient of 
long life 

Prolonged stress is a significant 
cause of health issues. Probus mem-
bers have developed various strate-
gies to manage stress. Probus Clubs 
provide a stress-relieving environ-
ment, a sense of purpose and com-
panionship which can buffer against 
everyday stresses. 

Living in the Present: The power 
of mindfulness 

Probus meetings and activities are 
great opportunities to practice 
mindfulness.  

Many of the activities lend them-
selves to being present, in the 
moment, and focused. 

Being a part of something 
greater: 

Probus Clubs have a solid com-

munity connection. While Probus 
clubs are non-sectarian, they pro-
mote a sense of belonging to a 
greater cause, fostering social con-
nections, purpose, and meaning in 
life. 

Probus membership offers an 
impactful, unique blend of social 
connection, purpose-driven service, 
and a naturally active lifestyle.  

These core values create an atmo-
sphere of longevity and provide a 
powerful recipe for living a fulfilling 
life.  

Probus creates a transformative 
experience, not just for the commu-
nity but also for members’ health 
and well-being. 

 

Adapted by Merv Richens OAM 
from Podcast: “Gateway to Living 
Long and Well” and with the per-

mission of ADG Haresh L. Ram-
chandani of Rotary District 7020 

and of the Rotary International 
Growth Committee.

Fun, Friendship and Fellowship 
have been the hallmarks of Probus 
in New Zealand for nearly fifty 
years and Probians throughout the 
country will be acknowledging this 
milestone later this year. 

The first Probus Club in New 
Zealand, Kapiti Coast Combined 
Probus Club, was sponsored by 
the Paraparaumu Rotary Club in 
November 1974, and all subse-
quent Clubs in New Zealand and 
Australia have been sponsored by 
Rotary Clubs as part of their Com-
munity Service activity.  

Kapiti Coast was actually the first 
Probus Club in Australasia. In fact, 
the first Club in Australia, Hunters 
Hill in Sydney, was not formed 
until two years later.   

Today, Kapiti Coast has a thriv-
ing Club of more than a hundred 
and twenty members, meetings 
are held monthly, and members 
also enjoy the opportunity to par-
ticipate in many and varied inter-
est groups. 

In Wellington, in November, fifty 
years of Probus will be celebrated 
with a High Tea at Government 

House and all New Zealand 
Probus Club Presidents have been 
invited.  This is certainly a special 
opportunity, and New Zealanders 
are grateful to be hosted by the 
Governor General’s husband, His 
Excellency Dr Richard Davies.   

This does, indeed, recognise the 
value of Probus among Seniors in 
New Zealand and a good atten-
dance is being prepared for. 

Probus in the Canterbury Region 
will be celebrated with a lunch 
acknowledging the strength of 
clubs and the value of the volun-
teers who have each contributed 
to ensuring Probus is the Social 
Club of choice in the Region, and, 
in fact, in New Zealand. 

Many Clubs will hold a special 
lunch in November recognising 
this important milestone and 
reflect on the rich history of their 
Clubs, remembering particularly 
special speakers and the wide vari-
ety of outings which are the fabric 
of each Probus Club.  

Cluster-meetings will also come 
together to enjoy the friendships 
they have made through their 

membership of Probus and you 
can be certain they will enjoy some 
food which seems to be an essen-
tial part of most Probus occasions!  

Just as here in Australia, those 
that participate in their Club com-
mittees have accepted the chal-
lenge of ensuring their Club con-
tinues to provide the fellowship 
and interest that predecessors 
have given to their Club. 

Similarly, many Clubs offer their 
members the opportunity to par-
ticipate in short tours, both in New 
Zealand and overseas and mem-
bers appreciate the ability to travel 
safely with like-minded people.  

Throughout the fifty years of 
Probus in New Zealand, Clubs 
have been ably supported by 
Probus South Pacific Ltd and they, 
like we in Australia, are grateful for 
their ongoing professional support 
and guidance. 

Article received per favour of 
PSPL and slightly adapted by 

Peter Rogers as Probian Editor.

PROBUS ACROSS THE DITCH 
The more things change the more they stay the same for us Probians.

SPRINGWOOD 
Probus – Gateway to Living Long and Well 
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Ready to wake up with a smile on your face every day? Don’t retire for good, 
retire for great at one of The Village Retirement Group’s six independent living 
retirement communities, located in the most desirable locations across Brisbane  
and Toowoomba. Whether you’re leading the way at the half-way mark in the 
bowls tournament, giggling with friends over a delicious dessert in our café 
or simply relaxing in the privacy of your luxury apartment or villa,  
this is how retirement should be lived.

Call our sales team to arrange a personal tour of our Villages.

Don’t retire 
for good. 
Retire for 
great. 

Don’t retire 
for good. 
Retire for 
great. 

thevillage.com.au
scan for more 
information 

Coorparoo

07 3397 1122

Manly

07 3854 3737

Toowoomba

07 4636 7777

Redcliffe

07 3204 1884

Taigum

07 3865 8120

Yeronga 

07 3892 5454
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INNISFAIL 
Luncheon at the “Amore 

Ristorante” and a Movie to follow 

Following months of very wet 
weather up here in the Far North, fifty 
Innisfail Probus Club members wel-
comed a glorious April day to travel 
twenty minutes to the Northern 
Sugar-Town of Babinda. They were 
welcomed by the Staff of the “Babin-
da Taverna” for a well-deserved lun-
cheon in the “Amore Ristorante” - a 

restaurant boasting of producing the 
tastes of Sicily. Members were over-
whelmed with the service and particu-
larly appreciated the way they were 
looked after, as the variety of food 
was delicious. It was, indeed, a great 
time to catch up and socialise.  

Vice President Yvonne Wright wel-
comed everyone and made a point of 
thanking the Staff for looking after us 
so well. This was followed by a private 
screening at the Babinda Munro Pic-
ture Theatre where the movie “Ice 
Road” kept everyone awake and 

alert, as only an action-packed thriller 
can. Thanks must go to Fred Lizzio for 
this special viewing. A great day was 
enjoyed by all.  

Sometimes the best of times are 
spoilt by sadness that brings us down 
to reality and it has been with a deep-
felt emotion that we leant of the 
recent passing of our first lady Presi-
dent, Del Pennefather, who served in 
that role in 1998 and who was a Pro-
bian for twenty-six years.   

Col Ritchie  

 Members about to enjoy lunch at Babinda Taverna The Babinda old-style Picture Theatre

THE GAP 
A day spent at the  

RAAF Heritage Museum at Amberley 

For one of our May outings, eighteen Club members 
climbed aboard a bus for a day trip to the RAAF Amberley 
Base. Some six thousand personnel currently work at the 
Base, a number that includes a thousand members of the 
Australian Army. All in all, the base is home to twenty-eight 
military units and twelve civilian organizations. 

In the late 1930’s, based on the need to establish a Fly-
ing Squadron in Southeast Queensland, the Minister of 
Defence approved the purchase of land near Brisbane. 
Ipswich was chosen because it was the centre of coal min-
ing and railway workshops, both of which would call for 
powerful and immediate defence if put at risk. In happier 
times of need, it would be a good source of engineering 
skills. It was not near Civilian Aerodromes, and it had good 
access to Brisbane. During World War 2, Amberley 
changed its role from aircraft operations and training to the 
assembly and repair of aircraft. It was also used as a stag-
ing point for personnel and equipment being sent north to 
support the war effort. From the mid-1950s, Amberley 
transitioned to the Jet Age with Australian built Canberra 
bombers replacing Lincolns.. Today (Boeing) FA18 Super 
Hornets are replacing the F111s. 

The RAAF Amberley Aviation Heritage Centre, launched 
in 2011, manages exhibits and displays that preserve our 
history. With the aid of a volunteer guide who served in the 
army in Vietnam, we saw displays of cameras, war posters 
that urged the population to buy war loan bonds and that 
encouraged young men to enlist, a World War 2 Boston 
Bomber, a Canberra bomber and Iroquois (Huey) Heli-
copters used in the Vietnam War, a Blackhawk helicopter, 
the Rolls Royce Avon which was the first axial flow jet 
engine designed and produced by Rolls Royce, examples 
of Nomex flying suits, and ejector methods, where the 
whole cockpit ejects from the plane to save the pilot’s life. 
The principal exhibit was a complete F1-11, as Dave, our 

guide, proudly told us, it being one of only two complete 
F1-11s in Australia. We examined the huge hinges that 
allow the wings to sweep forward for low speed flight and 
back for high speed, and targeting pods for military attack 
aircraft that use laser and infrared to pinpoint targets for 
laser-guided bombs. And the tailpiece? The plug for the 
fuel tank that releases fuel into the afterburner flame to 
produce the spectacular “Dump and Burns” seen in many 
Air Shows and that certainly the highpoint to the Brisbane 
Festival Flyover. 

Our wonderful and educational day was completed with 
a nice lunch at The Jets Leagues Club that stated life as the 
Imperial Hotel in 1887, later, in 1904 to be renamed the 
Hotel Cedric. A relaxing drive home concluded what had 
been a pleasant day and certainly an educational one. 

Quite a bit of exhaust generated here.

Can you imagine yourself in this driving seat?
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And just look at what we’ve got behind us! Empty plates – but we’re ready and hopeful!

MT. GRAVATT-RUNCORN 
We enjoyed being out in the  

Bush just so much. 

 On a beautiful summer morning, our members headed 
to the Grantham area for most enjoyable and educational 
visit to the Awazzi Cheesery. On arrival we were welcomed 
by owners Di and David Piggott who have developed this 
wonderful business and tourist destination. After a most 
enjoyable introduction to the Awazzi sheep breed and the 
art of cheese making using the milk from these sheep, we 
then experienced a tasting of various cheese types and a 
final cone of beautiful ice -cream!  

It was hard to drag our members away, but lunch awaited 
at the beautiful Gatton Community Hall.  

This was a day trip to remember and a most fitting way 
to celebrate Probus Day. Heads down and help yourself to all that’s good.

NORTH BRISBANE 
Our visit to the Pioneer Village and 

the Lockyer Cultural Centre 
A group of thirty-four Probians enjoyed a coach 

trip to the Laidley Pioneer Village and Museum 
which was first opened in 1972. It has an exten-
sive collection of old buildings, displays, collecta-
bles and machinery which gave us all a glimpse of 
what life was like for the early pioneer. 

We visited a fully equipped 110-year-old class-
room and a couple of our members went right 
back into the spirit of the old-style learning with 
enthusiasm. We went on to learn a lot about the 
timber and farming industries that were so much 
a part of life for the early settlers in this area by 
browsing our way through the well-set out array of the 
tools and saws used at that time. We even managed to get 
up close to a number of old engines and machines that 
date back to the 1890s, explored the Military Room that 
houses plenty of old uniforms, rifles, books, photographs 
and certificates, and, as well, visited the Medical Centre 
that showcases old medicine tins and utensils. 

The Museum is also home to three resident ghosts: a lit-
tle girl in the school room; a former blacksmith who died in 
Laidley, as well as the ghost of a former member of Parlia-
ment. It was then onto the Lockyer Valley Cultural Centre 
which opened in November 2009. 

This establishment is a multifaceted venue that currently 
houses the Queensland Transport Museum, a cafe, a Public 
Library, and an Art Gallery. The Centre is also home to the 
Visitor Information Centre, providing an opportunity to 

engage with locals, and offering a selection of locally craft-
ed gourmet and artisan products from regional artists and 
businesses. 

The onsite licensed Cafe and Function Centre cater to 
both individuals and large tour groups and conferences. 
The main hall showcases the Lockyer Legends gallery, invit-
ing visitors to stroll through and learn about prominent fig-
ures from the Lockyer Valley. The Lockyer Legends and 
Champions book, featuring these local heroes, was avail-
able for purchase. 

This had proved to be a day well spent, even if some-
what exhausting. We had not only enjoyed much of the 
Probus spirit but had come to appreciate much of what we 
enjoy today by looking at the existence of those long-ago 
settlers who braved their new life. 

Geoff Kirton and Judy Thompson

Hey, Ho! The gang’s all here!
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CENTENARY 
SUBURBS 

A most Enjoyable Winter 
Escape out Ipswich Way 

Our June Probus outing to Water-
cress Creek Olive & Lime Grove Pine 
Mountain outside Ipswich was 

enjoyed by thirty-nine members and 
friends. We had beautiful weather sit-
ting beneath the Olive trees which 
gave a touch of a Mediterranean feel. 
This may have even enhanced further 
the pleasure-giving morning tea of 
scones, cream and jam with tea or 
coffee and a Tasting-Board of a vari-
ety of Lime jams, assorted Olives and 

dipping oil, bread and Dukkha. After 
a very interesting talk and tour pre-
sented by Bernie, the owner, we ven-
tured on to The Bottle Tree Hotel in 
nearby Glenmorgan Vale for a hearty 
Pub-lunch.  

It was a great day outing in the 
country and one that was enjoyed by 
everyone.

The Entrance to Watercress Creek

The Happy Group just simply out to enjoy themselves and 
the company of fellow Probians   L - R Back standing - 

Lindsay Peters Mike & Helen Rowland Barbara McLennan, 
L - R Front seated - Sandy & Mick Dobbyn.

TOOWOOMBA CITY 
The Real Showpiece of  

Queensland Railway History 

On a brisk Sunday morning some fifty of our members 
started out from Nell Robinson Park en-route for the Swan-
bank Steam Railway. Prior to the departure of the bus, our 
President, Anne-Marie, started solemnly with a quiet 
reflection on the death of member, Trisha Ward. Trisha had 
been booked to join us on the trip. As a show of respect 
for Trisha, Anne Marie placed a small bouquet of flowers 
on the seat that had been to be used by Trisha. It was then 
left vacant for the entire trip. Vale Trisha! 

Our bus driver, Nick, drove us to Swanbank Lakeside 
Park, where we enjoyed morning tea overlooking the lake. 
This lake is a real part of the Swanbank Power Station. The 
Power Station was originally a coal-fired Station having 
been commissioned in 1967, but by this time, however, 
and since 2007, it has been powered by gas.  

Morning tea was organized by our Social Coordinators, 
Wilma and Gail, and was well received. 

The Swanbank Steam Railway station is just up the road 
from the lake and some members, in fact, enjoyed the 
short walk to the station. When we were all assembled 
there, we were given the old-fashioned small cardboard 
return tickets from Swanbank to Bundamba. These were 
issued by Queensland Pioneer Steam Railway. 

Once we were all place aboard in the carriages, our trip 
commenced shortly after 11.00 am with Conductors in 
each carriage clicking the tickets to confirm tickets were 
validated for the trip. Once again, this was a step back into 
history. They also gave us commentary on the train and 
sites we would see on the journey to the Bundamba Race-
course. The trip took us through the old coal-mining sites 
around Ipswich. This city was recognised as one, if not the 
main coal mining areas in the State from mid-1850 up to its 
closure at Rosewood in 1997. 

The Conductor also talked about the Box Flat mine dis-
aster of 1972 in which a mine explosion killed seventeen 
workers. The return trip was enjoyed by all and the smell of 

the steam train reminded a lot of us of our earlier days of 
travelling on such trains around the country. After the train 
trip we boarded the bus for our lunch and fellowship at the 
Prince Alfred Hotel at Booval. The lunches had been pre-
booked and were served in a timely manner for all to enjoy. 
After lunch, there was yet more to come and we boarded 
the bus for the final leg of our journey along the old Cobb 
& Co route via Rosewood, Grandchester and Laidley back 
to Toowoomba. 

A special thanks go to the excellent work of our Social 
Coordinators Wilma & Gail for an enjoyable and well-
organised and conducted day-out.

Ray Smythe would dearly have loved to play the part  
of driver.         

Keith and Dawn Dunlop together with Bill Hodgkinson  
are determined to enjoy the day.



Through storytelling Jack Sim and his crew 

share the haunted history of Ipswich. It is a 

fun, entertaining way to discover the past.

Mr Sim grew up learning stories of Ipswich’s past 

from three generations of his family who lived in 

the heritage city. ‘I undertook my first Ipswich 

Ghost Tour in 1998,’ Mr Sim said.

‘Most of my oldest stories came from 

interviewing old Ipswich residents 

who shared stories and tales they 

heard growing up or through their lives. 

We do not stage ghosts – we tell real old 

Ipswich ghost stories, urban legends and tales 

– by walking you to historic houses, buildings 

or graves in cemeteries where ghosts are 

said to dwell,’ Mr Sim explains.

One of the most fascinating stories,  

Mr Sim says, is about a life-like statue 

of a boy at Ipswich General Cemetery.

‘His life-like statue in Ipswich General Cemetery has 

been spooking people for 120 years. Generations of 

visitors to the cemetery have come to know about the 

Piper memorial. The tragic impact on the family of the 

death of their son led them to create a stone replica of 

their boy. The realistic detail has led many to believe it 

comes to life and moves.’

Mr Sim’s ghost tours are among the longest running in 

Australia, which he credits to a focus on the history 

behind the ghost tales and very good storytelling. 

‘I love Ipswich’s history and also offer books and talks on 

the past. I can also offer an Ipswich Crime Tour where we 

visit a number of spots connected to infamous Ipswich 

cases. I step onto your coach and we undertake a 

journey around the city and out to Rosewood which looks 

at these shocking crimes and criminals. The history behind 

the cases is fascinating.’

history and 
heritage

with
Ghost Tours Australia

Explore

During Galvanized Mr Sim will be running 

Haunted Ipswich CBD Ghost Tours from 

7.30 pm – 9.30 pm on Friday 30 August and 6 

September 2024. A Goodna Cemetery Haunted 

History Tour 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm on Saturday  

31 August. An Ipswich Cemetery Ghost Tour  

7.30 pm – 9.30 pm on Saturday 7 September 2024.

Ipswich 
Ghost Tours can 

be run during the 
day, when they are 

less spooky but just as 
interesting and can 
be booked by tour 

groups.

For more information visit 

Ghosttoursaustralia.com.au



St Paul’s Craft and 
Quilt Display

Cooneana After Dark

The Baker’s Ball

Indigenous cultural performance

Galvanized is the city’s festival of heritage, 

showcasing the best heritage experiences and 

events Ipswich has to offer across 11 days from 

Thursday 29 August – Sunday 8 September 2024.

Be transported back in time by visiting iconic venues 

and historic sites, and participating in open days, tours, 

demonstrations and workshops.

INDIGENOUS WILD FOOD AND 
CULTURAL FESTIVAL 

On Saturday 31 August, at the Ipswich Turf Club a 

huge line up of talented Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander artists and contemporary talent will perform. 

There will also be bush tucker foods and cooking 

demonstrations, live cultural performances and 

workshops, market stalls, food trucks, and tons of 

entertainment for the whole family, including arts  

and crafts, games, rides, fireworks and more! 

THE BAKER’S BALL

Enjoy a trip back in time to The Baker’s Ball on 

Saturday 31 August, with a 1940s WW2 victory dinner 

dance in Marburg.

Starting with hors d’oeuvres and entertainment, 

dinner with a 1945 inspired menu and then dancing 

and dessert, with a live band and swing dance 

classes for all!

ST PAUL’S CRAFT AND QUILT DISPLAY

See a magnificent display of quilts, spinning and 

weaving, woodwork and other handcrafts as you 

wander through St Paul’s Anglican Church – the oldest 

Anglican church in Queensland. At various times enjoy 

the sound of the restored pipe organ being played. 

Pick up a bargain from the craft and second-hand book 

stalls or enjoy the art display in the adjacent church 

hall. Morning tea and lunch are also offered in the 

beautiful gardens of the church grounds from 9.00 am – 

3.00 pm Thursday 29 August – Saturday 31 August.

COONEANA AFTER DARK

The Ipswich Historical Society are once again holding 

Cooneana After Dark on Friday 6 September. The 

Cooneana blacksmiths will be working their forges – 

flames flying high. Master storyteller, Jack Sim, will relate 

stories of Ipswich residents of the past. Walk through 

Cooneana Homestead by lamplight.

For the full program of  
Galvanized events scan  

the QR code or head to  

Galvanizedipswich.com.au

29 AUG – 8 SEP
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A historic Luncheon 

Probus Members from the Southern 
and Central Darling Downs con-
verged on the Westbrook Tavern in 
mid-April for a historic first Luncheon 
Meeting of four Clubs, namely: War-
wick Combined, Rose City Warwick, 
together with the newly formed 
Pittsworth-Southbrook following the 
initiative of Toowoomba City.  

How good does it get? There were 
eighty-two members in total, 
engaged in discussing all manner of 
subjects over a wonderful lunch sup-
plied by the Tavern.   

Organisers Wilma and Gail are to 
be congratulated on the arrange-
ments made with help from Celia, 
who made the small basket of lollies 
provided to all present. 

At the invitation of the host Presi-
dent Anne Marie, a representative 
from each Club gave a presentation 
on their respective Club’s activities. 

While there was no entertainment, 
as such, two members entertained 
members with a couple of yarns.  

Anne Marie, capably chaired the 
function and made the point of how 
satisfying it was to have such a wide 
cross section of members present in 
such numbers. She went on to sug-
gest there could well be a place for 

such a function as an annual event. 
It was interesting to hear discussion 

on this point in the informal gathering 
after the main part of proceedings 
was concluded. It was apparent that 
most agreed on the very desirability 
of similar gatherings in future. 

It was gratifying to have Life Mem-
ber Gary and wife Susan Fraser 
attend. Gary has had a rough time 
health wise lately and great to see 
him well enough at last to attend a 
function. 

The Pittsworth-Southbrook Club 
Members present were left in no 

doubt, that as a new Club, they could 
depend on a 110% support from the 
members of neighbouring Clubs 
should they ever need assistance. 

It was obvious at the conclusion of 
about three hours of proceedings, 
that there was a real possibility, that 
many new friendships would be 
made. This was undoubtedly encour-
aged by Wilma and Gail insisting on a 
mixed-seating arrangement, where 
our visitors were seated opposite our 
Toowoomba City Members. 

Don McKenzie

The modern State of Queensland dates its origin from 
the European settlement at Red Cliff Point, the Redcliffe of 
today, established on 14 September 1824. It comprised a 
small military contingent of the 40th Regiment of Foot, 
wives and children, and thirty convicts who volunteered to 
be part of the establishment of the northern outpost. 

Historians of the 21st century acknowledge the primacy 
of Indigenous forebears, who had lived in the region for 
perhaps thirty millennia. The Turubal word, Karingaibah, 
means “Place of Kippa Rings”.  

A Bicentenary is a time to reflect on these facts of history; 
and to view and interpret them through the lens of twenty-
first century analysis. In the Twenty-first Century, historians 
no longer speak of “discovery” of these lands — as those 
colleagues of Indigenous identity and descent rightly say 
that “the land was never lost”. Thus, this Bicentenary has a 
very different flavour from that of the Centenary events of 
1924, and those of the Sesquicentennial Commemorations 
held in 1974. Historians of perhaps a more enlightened 
society no longer speak of “Bicentenary Celebrations”, but 
rather a “Bicentenary Commemoration”. In this latter 
description, all Australians, those who descend from our 
First Peoples and those who do not, acknowledge the 
clash of two proud cultures — each ignorant of the history 
and heritage of the other — but, as Australians today, 
share the common history of both.   

To commemorate the bicentenary of the establishment 
of the Moreton Bay settlement, three Queensland histori-

cal societies have joined to host a Conference which will 
feature the historical events of that era.  

All are welcome.  
Registration details can be obtained from The Royal His-

torical Society of Queensland, the Bribie Island Historical 
Society or History Redcliffe. 

John Pearn

THE MORETON BAY SETTLEMENT BICENTENARY CONFERENCE 
Wunya Ngulum to The KOMO hotel, Redcliffe, on Saturday, 7 September

And here we are – gathered together in Probus Friendship and Fun!

SOUTHERN & DISTRICT DARLING DOWNS REGION                  















http://www.alexgowfunerals.com.au






















http://susie@tasktamers.com.au
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